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TOWN	OF	BABYLON,	OFFICE	OF	HISTORIC	SERVICES	
AND	TOWN	OF	BABYLON	HISTORY	MUSEUM	
47 W. Main Street, Babylon, NY 11702 
(631) 587-3750

Babylon	Station	

1867 – Station established by South Side Railroad, which was absorbed by LIRR by 1876; and temporarily re-

named Seaside 

1881 – 2 ½ story depot constructed 

1962 – Demolition of 1881 depot 

1964 – Completion of elevated Babylon station and tracks 

_______________________________________________________________ 

Much of the following information was compiled in 2017 for an application to the William G. Pomeroy 
Foundation for a historic marker.  

https://www.wgpfoundation.org/historic-markers/south-side-r-r-4/
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Arrival	of	South	Side	Railroad,	Opening	of	Babylon	Station	and	Attempt	to	Re‐Name	“Seaside”	

 
 Long Islander, October 18, 1867, p. 2  

 
*completed from Jamaica to Babylon, October 11, 1867 
 
(Note: The newspaper published on Friday, October 18, 1867, 
refers to “last Friday,” meaning Friday, October 11, 1867.) 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
*SSRR commence regular runs, October 28, 1867 
 
Long Islander, October 25, 1867, p. 2 

 

Brooklyn Daily Eagle, November 1, 1867, p. 3  
 
*first passenger train, October 26, 1867 
(The newspaper published on Friday, November 1, 1867, refers 
to “On Saturday,” meaning Saturday, October 26, 1867.)  
 

 
*schedule 
Brooklyn Daily Eagle, November 4, 1867, p. 11 
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“Seaside (late Babylon)” 
 
Brooklyn Daily Eagle, Nov. 8, 1867, p. 2 
 

 

*excursion “tomorrow” – November 14, 1867 
 
Brooklyn Daily Eagle, November 13, 1867, p. 3 
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*formal opening 
 
Brooklyn Daily Eagle, November 14, 1867, p. 2 
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*formal opening, with statement that the name “Babylon is 
fallen in favor…” 
Brooklyn Daily Eagle, November 15, 1867, p. 2 

  

*schedule 
Brooklyn Daily Eagle, November 16, 1867, p. 1  
 
 

 

*Please	note:	During	the	time	period	of	the	name	change	to	Seaside,	fall	1867	through	1868,	there	was	not	a	
local	newspaper	published	in	Babylon.	The	South	Side	Signal	did	not	start	until	July	1869.	So,	there	are	no	
local,	Babylon	accounts	of	the	situation.		
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*change of name to Seaside 
 
Long Islander, Dec. 6, 1867, p. 2 

  

*change Post Office name to Seaside 
 
Corrector, Jan. 25, 1868, p. 2 
 

 

 

 
  

*comment on the name “Babylon (not Seaside) 
 
Long Islander, Feb. 14, 1868, p. 2 
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*station named “Babylon Seaside) 
 
Brooklyn Daily Eagle, July 23, 1869, p. 2 (excerpt) 
	

	 	
South Side Railroad Timetables, 1869 (no	longer	referred	to	as	“Seaside”) (Image found on Trains Are Fun website 
- http://www.trainsarefun.com/lirr/southsiderailroad/SSRR.htm)  
 

 

*schedule (no longer referred to as “Seaside”) 
Brooklyn Daily Eagle, May 21, 1870, p. 1 
 
 



Babylon	Station	‐	South	Side	Railroad	and	LIRR	
	

Compiled by Mary Cascone, Town Historian 
Town of Babylon, Office of Historic Services (2017, amended 2023)  Page 8 

  
South Side Railroad 1870 Map (Image found on Arrt’s Arrchives website, hosted by Arthur John Huneke - 
http://arrts-arrchives.com/SSRR.html ) 
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 (continued)	
Although the writer states that the Post Office name wasn’t 
change, they were mistaken. On Ancestry.com, a collection 
named “U.S. Appointment of Postmasters, 1832-1971,” 
includes notes that the name Seaside was used instead of 
Babylon from November 5, 1867 to January 10, 1868. 
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Babylon Leader, Nov. 25, 1932, p. 1, 2 
 
This 1932 article recalls the temporary name change to 
“Seaside.”  
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Depot	–	Built	1881,	Demolished	1962	

 

*new depot under construction 

South Side Signal, April 30, 1881, p. 2 

 

 

 

*road excavated and new depot enclosed 

South Side Signal, May 28, 1881, p. 2 

 

 

*old depot sold at auction 

South Side Signal, June 11, 1881, p. 2 

 

*depot nearing completion  

South Side Signal, June 18, 1881, p. 2 

 

 

*telecommunications at new depot 

South Side Signal, July 2, 1881, p. 2 

 

 

*depot completed 

South Side Signal, July 9, 1881, p. 2 
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*grade elimination project

Patchogue Advance, Jan. 4, 1962, p. 28

*grade elimination project

Patchogue Advance, Jan. 25, 1962, p. 32

*depot set for demolition

Islip Bulletin, July 19, 1962, p. 15

*depot demolished

Patchogue Advance, Aug. 2, 1962, p. 19

*temporary tracks

Islip Bulletin, April 4, 1963, p. 16
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*elevated tracks and station complete 

Islip Bulletin, Aug. 27, 1964, p. 3
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*elevated tracks and station complete 

Patchogue Advance, Sept. 3, 1964, p. 7

*elevated tracks and station complete 

Islip Bulletin, Dec. 2, 1965, p. 2
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Map	Excerpts	

 
1873 – Atlas	of	Long	Island,	NY	published by Beers, Comstock & Cline 

 

 
1888 – Atlas	of	the	towns	Babylon,	Islip,	and	south	part	of	Brookhaven	in	Suffolk	County,	N.Y.	New	York, F.W. Beers 
& Co.; Published by Wendelken & Co. 

 



Babylon	Station	‐	South	Side	Railroad	and	LIRR	
	

Compiled by Mary Cascone, Town Historian 
Town of Babylon, Office of Historic Services (2017, amended 2023)  Page 16 

 
1890, Dec. – Sanborn Map (Sanborn maps may be under copyright restrictions.) The west side of this map page 
ended at the railroad depot. 

 
1897, March – Sanborn Map. (Sanborn maps may be under copyright restrictions.)  
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1902 – Atlas	of	Suffolk	County,	Long	Island,	New	York, Merritt B. Hyde; Published by E. B. Hyde, 1902-09. 

 

 
1902, October – Sanborn Map. (Sanborn maps may be under copyright restrictions.)  
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1908, November (page 4) – Sanborn Map. (Sanborn maps may be under copyright restrictions.)  

 
1908, November (page 5) – Sanborn Map. (Sanborn maps may be under copyright restrictions.)  
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1915 – Atlas	of	Part	of	Suffolk	County,	Long	Island,	New	York,	South	Side	–	Ocean	Shore,	Volume	One; Published by E. 
Belcher Hyde. 
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1915, May (page 3) – Sanborn Map. (Sanborn maps may be under copyright restrictions.)  

 
1915, May (page 4) – Sanborn Map. (Sanborn maps may be under copyright restrictions.)  

 

 



Babylon	Station	‐	South	Side	Railroad	and	LIRR	
	

Compiled by Mary Cascone, Town Historian 
Town of Babylon, Office of Historic Services (2017, amended 2023)  Page 21 

 
1923, October (page 3) – Sanborn Map. (Sanborn maps may be under copyright restrictions.)  

 

 
1923, October (page 4) – Sanborn Map. (Sanborn maps may be under copyright restrictions.)  
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1929, September (page 3) – Sanborn Map. (Sanborn maps may be under copyright restrictions.)  

 

 
1929, September (page 4) – Sanborn Map. (Sanborn maps may be under copyright restrictions.)  
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1943, July (page 3) – Sanborn Map. (Sanborn maps may be under copyright restrictions.)  

 

 
1943, July (page 4) – Sanborn Map. (Sanborn maps may be under copyright restrictions.)  


