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Babylon Station

1867 - Station established by South Side Railroad, which was absorbed by LIRR by 1876; and temporarily re-
named Seaside

1881 - 2 ¥ story depot constructed

1962 - Demolition of 1881 depot

1964 - Completion of elevated Babylon station and tracks
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Babylon Station - South Side Railroad and LIRR

Arrival of South Side Railroad, Opening of Babylon Station and Attempt to Re-Name “Seaside”

:'—Ths South Sidé Railroad frad com-
pletmi from Ju,mmnn to Bﬁl!jlgni]ut.
Friday, On Saturdsy.,the, Engineer,
Mr, Charles Fox, mth'puq pagsengey.
car attachedto the nngum, .euma[mug a
pumber of Dirsctprs, pmaﬂfumr the
road between thexs tird: points; “ T is
npanted that it will be’ fﬂnuu'rij apatrmi'
for busiacss about the 85th, * 7

Long Islander, October 18, 1867, p. 2
*completed from Jamaica to Babylon, October 11, 1867

(Note: The newspaper published on Friday, October 18, 1867,
refers to “last Friday,” meaning Friday, October 11, 1867.)

Railroad. .

Tha Long’ Iu'hn& Railread Company.
st the meeting of {he Board of Dircctors
oo the 23d iost;, decided to adopt wha:
is called the South Rotte from this place
to s pmut ‘one half mile sonth “of the
Main street, at Nerthport.  The .enter-
prising citize-.s of Norihport have guar.
soteed Lo l.hu Gumpnﬂjr the right of way
!’ru uf e:pcnsn to t‘hu'ﬂom pany, and the
mnln:t for the mmphunn of the an‘l
in running ordcr on or bafore the lat of
Ild_nu'] Lu béan nnnlmi to P. C. Shan-
shan, Esq., the enerpetic eontractor for
the first “scotion ‘of the Road to this
place, the grading and msnnry of which
are now nearly finished. 'The crossties
for thiy part of the Ro:d are now mastly
?pun the grnqnﬂ, IJIII about two miles
of. ﬂul.mn‘u in. phﬂ, if the weather
cantiaues good, it is expected the Moad,
b igur :mluu will be upun I‘ur !udi m!
Hrmubtr. v '

'“:'t are ﬂlﬂ mfﬂr-'.u! ﬂut ﬂll ﬂlﬂ'qr-
ﬂII.H‘.l "b.lllrien llm {.‘.nhl Spring’ R, R.
Co. lmi tilu LL ‘IL !'L Co. have been
I.J,iulllﬂ.r* .l.rul that. ‘there will: bs an
Exisgsion of tho Cold Bpring Railroad,
srois the White Oak Station ta Oyster-
‘Hﬁu distange of sbiattwo miles, which
will teuke the Oysterbay Mranch xbout

fou¥ milak. Thiv eolution of Tong-stand.
in ’Elﬁeﬁ]ﬁu will result favorably 1o the.
inuull of ﬂm: Triends at Oysterbay.
We learn,.alio, tbab: ithe-Somb Hide
Railtosd Company, fading thoir eforts
to ohlain & suvitable tarminns in Broak:
Iyn; hive datermined 'to meke their ter-
it Hanter's' Polnt. This wrranges
ﬁnnh*'ﬂ Ware no dnubg, thivy, b dewign-
ed’si \etapordry; will bé found oliimata-
I;r :q kg b*:t thin-l that'ean Ba doaa for
ak Hlﬂlﬂi? '
thas jhﬁ-huinu H«lhw‘[dnﬂ will be
grdally. promiated by: hingun;lh ‘travo)

Prom all navke’ af e 68 ana waodun st b

kity! J"l‘huﬂwlk 8ida R-Ilmud will e mm-
~renieh £ Fiin. uﬂqhﬂ}un the 28ih !mr i
ﬂunlum; l.'t. Jamales,, -

- As wariaus propasivions far l.h Enal

| mhlugtﬁn of ithy Brenok Road'at this
' u-ﬂ w4 Iearh’ wmmdn ihe’mnh‘i-l.
F "W’ Di‘h‘éwh land we “antlels

IIBI.HI Iﬁu I]:u' mllu' Ippqrtln: rensons

' t‘ﬁfn,luurﬂ ,&hﬁun lhmrq'bllf.

-r"l An-ll ﬁn e Ay -.!fl

__"lill"lnﬂmnw e faardl. tuouma to, ;;
"tphtij iml*flwﬂbh ‘iinilunbbl; -
] b e Y e L ‘-'. lr |

*SSRR commence regular runs, October 28,1867

Long Islander, October 25, 1867, p. 2

—_———————

Increpsed facilities of communication with
the vlllugrs of Loong Island aro of epeclal concern to the
City of Brooklyn. The cpening of the South Side
Eaflrond 18 s mark of progeeas. On Saturdny the first
pazeenger traln paseed over the rosd as furas Babylon
to which polot the rails are lald. Soveral huodred
pereona aseleted In the Arst trip sand noonimonsly
promoonced cars, engine and truck o thorongh eme-
cesd. The openlog of the Sonth Side Road 12 as prom-
Islng ne the directore or the publlc could desire,

Brooklyn Daily Eagle, November 1, 1867, p. 3

*first passenger train, October 26, 1867
(The newspaper published on Friday, November 1, 1867, refers
to “On Saturday,” meaning Saturday, October 26, 1867.)

On the Bouth Bide Railroad—two trainas
run each way daily, leaviog Jamales st f:40 A, M. and
;j&jﬂ_}' . M., and thmg Babylon st 7:10 A. M. and 2:00

*schedule
Brooklyn Daily Eagle, November 4, 1867, p. 11
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Babylon Station - South Side Railroad and LIRR

The Souih 5lde Eallroad Open.

The Sounth 8ide Railroad, which has been
pushed forward with eommendable energy, ia
now open for travel from Jamaica to Bayville,
o distance of forty-one miles, By this road a
productive section of Long Island is bronght
within cosy nceess of Brooklyn snd New
York, adding millions to the value of proper-
ty on the Islond and in this city, if we are not
blinder than bats te our own interest. For
all practieal purposes, Babylon will be
brought nearer to Brooklyn than East New
York was withip the recollection of those
who lay no claim to the titlle of the “ oldest
mmbabltnnis” If we are wise coough to se-
cure o desirable terininus for this road in
Brooklyn, thousands ot honest toilers, now
confined in pent-np apartments, may securs
homes witibn reach of their business, and a
fow acres of honest earth which they can call
their own, The stations on the road are as
follows : Bpringlicld, Pearsall's Corner (within
five miles of' the popular bathing resort, Far
Rockaway,) Rockyille Centre, Baldwinville
Freeport, Merrick, Oyster Bay, Amityville,
Seaside (late Babylon,) Penaticutt, Islip, and
Baysville. For the present, the road will con.
nect ot Jamalea with the Long Island and
the Brooklyn aod Jomnica roads, but it will
be pushed forward to Brooklyn as rapldly as
posaible.

The folly of diverting the trade ot Long
Ieland to New Yorkis e0 apparant, that it can
hardlybe necessary to waste words or epace up-
onit. Those who come after us will find it hard
to believe that for ever a generation, after
ateam had been introduced, we saw the pro-
duce of the Island carted by our very doors,
while we were content fo follow it to New
York, and purchase it when it had lost its
freshness, and after three or four classes of
hucksters bad made a profit upon it. We
look to the Common Council to deal wisely
ond generously by this enterprise. The ap-
parent interest of the property owners on a
single thoroughfore must give way to the
golid and abiding interest of this great and
growing ecity. We lLope to see ot the

terminus of thisroad, a great country market
where we ean deal with the farmers first hand
with advantage to them and ourselves, Parks
and Boulevards are well enonghin thewr way,
but provision for our material wants ought
to take precedence of them. In the kitchen
is embraced an important department of do-
mestic economy, and no man who iz nota
candidate for the lunatic asylum, would pro-
vide pictures tor his parlor while destitute of
the means of properly cookinga Deefisteak
below stairs, Bomething like this is the poli-
cy being pursued in Brooklyn, Let us have
no more on't,

Weare glad to hear that the travel by the
road is most encouraging to its projectors,
The summer travel upon it ean hardly fail in
being immense for the road will connect with
many of the most popular bathing and fishing
regoris on the sonth side of the island. Pas-
sengers to Rockaway, by taking the cars to
Pearsall's Corner, will have an casy
stoge-ride of less than five miles, In
time a Dbranch road or horac cars
will make it atill better. Within ten years,
villag and villages will dot the entire line, and
Lere, a8 in the elder countries, the {raveller
will not be reminded of his approach to the
city by & long line of dilapidated shanties,
but by miles of tasteful and comfortable
homes, like those the Londoner points cut to
the traveller with a Britain's pride, in the fact
that though finer parks, more stately boule-
vards, or more majestic structores, are to Lo
geen in other landa, there are no homes so
much like home as those of “Old England.”

“Seaside (late Babylon)”

Brooklyn Daily Eagle, Nov. 8, 1867, p. 2

Bovrn Sme Ranmoap—The Directors of
the South Side Mailroad have favited the Conugon
Counell sud other prominent pentiomen of the clty ta
fccompany Them to an exciur-lon 1o Babylun to-mor-
row, Therond 19 lu good rannine orday now botwoen
Jomaica ood Babylon and well conipped. Measrs
Bergen (Presideal ) aud Whita (Baperinlendent) ara
Indefatigable in tha prosccution of the waork which
will connect ibe Kestorn Diatriet with Jamnles and
mexk ecason the whole line will be o aetive, sod dowlt-
leea prosperyns operation,

e A

*excursion “tomorrow” - November 14, 1867

Brooklyn Daily Eagle, November 13, 1867, p. 3
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Babylon Station - South Side Railroad and LIRR

J

¢~ T SO09E, DR RAIL BOKDT
r‘f"‘b-

_-G.-

"’“‘ mﬁullﬂl!nﬂ]#nﬂ
ing to=Day—Who wmprmnl

The opening of the Bouth Bide Ratiroad has
longbeen a embject of considerabls interest io the
pblic, genofally, In as moch ss the establishoent

“of the rond will hﬂwpml‘ogﬂmﬂ pleasnros to busl-
neps men of New, York a;:.d Brooklyn. -Tt s an

indabitably  fact uurt gﬂmﬂp—wlmhw y
ihelr fnances ld,m’lt z&-—l
to make a show of opalonct, dnd one grl:&'!-

wealh In this abiliy to reslds somowhord *qrmiln nl
or fiftcen miles of Brooklyn, and do bmalnees I the
city, ‘But men of an intsrciting degree of lmpecand-
oully capnot afford tq live quisade of the limits, of the
elly, for, eeveral pesnons, mporient onea. ul‘ which
are tho lack of epeedy Qﬂmmﬂutlmmmmm-
try, pIin and  ihe clty, and the rather, exorbjipot fare
Impoged npon piesengers, Bot Lhe gstablisnpent of
the Bonth Bide Rallroad will open a oaw avenis to tha
public, snd aford most excallent fasilitics to the ged-
eral: puhlic for “travel tp the comnmiry. Cono-
geetlon “by  steam’  with' boésgtfal  roesl | lo-
caliles - -om  Long  Jgland, will,  be  -an
avent the mmnu ol which, will ba ‘hallad 'rrll.h Eﬂ—
Hght, ~And sfter all preliminasy armogements havi
been made, 4o day of openlng hos come at lesf, This
miornlng active scomes are 1o be witnessed: In' pnd
proond tho City Holl. Aldormen, Boparvisors, Bnd
offtelals generally, weore congregiled thercabont,
and eogoged in discnesing the merita of the oew
1alirpal.’ At 10; 30 A. M., the' parilea startgd
or Jemaica, thers to take tho nitlal trip on (he oew
| 108d to Babylon, Ameng those who left the city st the
above hoor, wera tho followlng gentlemen: May-
or Boolb, Bupérmisors Voorhees and White, Aldermen
IoL ]]::g:m Hioednle, Haibaway, snd Whitoey; and
the foliowlng genilemen': Henry ‘MeClopkey, Clly
'l:.'iurk, Alex McCue, Corporation Connsel, Leyl Faron,
Deputy Comptroller, Jadge 3. H. .Corawell, Thoman
Eineells, and William Heator, of the Eadux, George
o l!m@tt. of the Wiliamiebury Timles; John Tates, of
the Drilon, and Patrck Tormey, keepor of tho Clty Hall
e following. mmbnu uj‘ A.lun'hlraihu Imompn-
nled theparty: " -
- P, Burne, W, B, udrqnl.!' Eud]. F. A Malisom,
W.O..'I'uhﬁ.f Q.LBmIthwu,Tum. El'hm-mﬂ. % .
J.°C, Tacoba. | - mm m s Enu ﬂ.!i formal opening
The Fakty Jett in & k1
h_‘,,fmh:pqcled fu :I'Imﬁ-:ll.l!.ll. B

o e Brooklyn Daily Eagle, November 14, 1867, p. 2
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Babylon Station - South Side Railroad and LIRR

[ R R A P R A W A Yl e L ST P

A RAIL ROAD EXCURSION, |* |

’ - % !
Openlog of the Scouth Slde Ball Mond.— 3
Entertalnment, Bpsoches, ste,

The South eide Rail Road of Long Ialand
wis yeeterday formally opeped from  Jamafes to
Enbylon. A larze number of genllemen from Brosk-
Iyo wire indulped ins free elde over the rosd, At
noon all whe had been lovited susomblod st Jamales,
s tonk the tratn for Babylon., There was o goodly
compnoy, inclpdiog His Honor Mayor Doath, A, McCos, |~
G. T. Jen®n, Ald. Whitary, Casbhow, O'Brien, Hatha-
winy, Bergen, Carman, MeQroarty and Qnek,

Bupervizory Voorkeea, While and Litta: VWaeer
Commieeloners Feter G. Taylor, D. L. Norihop, G.
Elog; U. 8. Aescesor John R, Williome: ghecit
Fatrick Cempbell, ex Bberifl -Anthony P, Cammphell,
A. A, Degraw ; Shenff Dorland of (ineenas county, A.
Harris and B, K. Troe of Bulfolk county,

The receplion committes incloded T, |, Regq, D, 8.
Bnmmie, Jeegle Conklln, 8. O Bmith, 15, P_mglas,
M. Wulette, T, Bedcll, W. E. Undechil, ¥, 5, amith,
L H. Carll. Therc wore preeant nosrly a ful) delega-
tlon lo the Assembly, incloding Mesars, Burps, An-
drewe, Heedy, Mallleon, Smith, Raber, Towgr and
Jacobs, 5

Also W, C. DaWitt, Ovorge O Pennett,

Clogkey ; Thomas Eineells Tand Wi, I]eg:jin;{ E:
Eaoie; Mr. McElroy, Enpincer of the Wallabout Im-
provement 3 Mojor General Colvin B, Pratt, apd 1. .
Concklin ; Nelaen Bpearmon, Commissioner nf.]'n.n;\ﬁ'
Edmund Drigge, Robt. Furoy, J. R. Cullon, Jr., Joha
E. Commeyer, Wm. M. Thomas and Chorles fnahty,
Tenth Ward; Henry B, BHelwowe, Mayoi's Boeretary
Jobm W. Hunter, M. C.; Lewi Faron, Depaty Comp-
troller, and a lorge nomber of others,
THE BTART.

At hulf past twelve o'clack the whistle blew 524 tho
train started oifaver 4 very smooth road, Thg stations
alony the ronio - are Springfield, earaall's Corper
FRacky.in Centre, Baldwineviile, Freepoit; liurr'l,c'ﬁ':
Rldgen ood. Bosith Oyster Bay, Amleyville ; Jumsica
and Babylon are the terming,

The route {= along the best portlon of Long Tsland
iberoad opens op o new terrltory for (he wenlthrwh&
do basiness in Now York, and desire pleasnnt raral
regldences. Among olhers now Uring thure nre Mr.
H, Pluclde the actor, A. Wagetaff, J, T, Beriina, @
T. Anold, of the New York dry poods frm of Arnoid.,
gm;a:;:te e nﬁhxf Trae, X €. Mioturn, |

. J. Bergon, Ropal Phelps, i
iy i ] ;‘- = Ertinge, and E. B.

The road woe begun in Aprll, 1988, and the fron was
Inid In May, 1867, The drat trafn possed urnruI:rlm
e 12th of Dctober tast, slnce which Hme trafos have
beem regularly sunning The distance o Bahylon
from Brooklyn fe forty miles, from Jumaien Twenty-
efght miles. Between this clty and Jamolen the road
ir groded and only awalts the aclion of the Common
Conneil ae lo lts proper Brooklyn terminns, By next
spring tho reate will be ranolng from the oeean aliors
to ibie eify. The coet {8 ER5.000 pormille or wheny
§1,250,000 In the aggrogate

¥ BABYLON, : I

Afler o very enjoyahle rlde in fest
a leyel, !nw? conotry, and afer Iw}neﬁ:ﬁﬁlﬁﬁn ‘:E‘;

oeelble and impossible Jokes npon Babylon and {ta

cing likely to fall, tho pacty, beppy in fact and in gn.
ticipatlon, urrived at the objective point,  Babylon is
ene of those quain! old towns which bas a life of jta
own and looks through EIMFE e¥Cca upon the rest of
crention, Like all Long Islaod towna ll: is level, not
1o eay flat, but its surrenndingsare very plossant) and
the now road will make it & popolar pen-alde resort
for families In eumimer. Babylon ia fallen in faver If
we muy believe what Is stated by anold resigent
He held thotthe name of the place would be choneod
to Bparide, on theee pronnda. That lrom the Biblfzal
repuialion of Babylon, city people concluded that ita
Long Islsnd nameenke must be very wieked, and
hence hundreds flocked there to caronse and play at
cardewlth the few whoare among those always ready to
tuke a frlendly gnme or a soclal mlass. By choneine
the nama be praposce to ehange the tastea of the inhnb.
ftenie, and relieve the village of its ude of visitors.
Verily there must be eomething in a name.

*formal opening, with statement that the name “Babylon is
fallen in favor...”
Brooklyn Daily Eagle, November 15, 1867, p. 2

OUTH SBIDE RAILEDAD OF LO.JSG
ISLAKD —<Timn tahlo, fall arraogement—to tak 3
cllvetl on Mondsy, Nov. 4. 1861,
Expreen traln fcoveds Bohylon 7.85 A. M., arri-ing ot |
kl‘luilﬂ:l 84D AM. Retorning, Teaves Joumslea act 405

Mufl and passenger traln leaves Jamalea 1003 A. M,
e ing o iip At Sprivgdeld, Penrsag 'a C Rockvill
relus e upn rivgleld, Penrss arner, Rockville
tem:n-. ]]luﬂwim.]:'ulf. anp-rrn'!.lnrrl.r.k. Kides waad,
Eouth yelerhay and Amnlyville. malstl,

*schedule
Brooklyn Daily Eagle, November 16, 1867, p. 1

*Please note: During the time period of the name change to Seaside, fall 1867 through 1868, there was not a
local newspaper published in Babylon. The South Side Signal did not start until July 1869. So, there are no

local, Babylon accounts of the situation.
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Babylon Station - South Side Railroad and LIRR

AR -
hasor or Naxe.—Tha village uf

Babylon, {Sutfslk counnty, hereafter wiil
‘Em ealled "."":e::t:-.ir-ln."'. Mhis is at prosvat
thie terminns of the South Jide Kailread.
e Brehanye,

We potice in s mumber (.-!' owr ex.
c.l:l.ugi,h that the above stateurent is go-
ing the rounds, and a3 we have not secn
it eonteadivted, we supipose it b bocor-
ract. YWe wnuat confess that we are some-
what surprised that our Babylon frieuds
hare uot seléevied sume mors ug,luﬁ-.'uul

rmme fir 20 {mportast a placa as ihey *change of name to Seaside
l:pﬁﬂ% it Lo become, now that they hifve
tha South Side Raifroad. . Long Islander, Dec. 6, 1867, p. 2

— e —

The names of Post offices, Jerusalem

South, Qucens Co Las Leen changed to
Seaford, and of deaside, this county tojts  *change Post Office name to Seaside

LG Bnh}'{un, S0 miys the Al"un_y Corrector, Jan. 25, 1868, p. 2

Jourua!
VILLAGE GOSSIP..
T nr w,u.maor:r. '

IR
?-‘ -
" et ———t v

On Mondny, the 3d mst.. a four-haree
Inud wentto the ancient city of Baby-
lop, {riot &eaa:de) consisted of a num-
bar of the''s lid men™ of this n[lage,mlh

dl'leg"ltmﬂ from \orthnnr:. and relurn-
ed by tlie **gas light -of the moan.” - In
the aft rooon. a party of warried ladies
came from ’\orthport who scorned the
protection of their *Hege lords,” (prob-
ably some of them had gone to Bunylun Js
and came to our village, enjoying the
plcnaurc among themselves; and were
followed on Tuesday by a.party of fair
Misses of tlae same place, who came Yike-|
wise unpmtccted by the sterncr sex,
seuming to enjoy ‘themselves, although
alone in their glory.  We adwmire their ‘
spirit, but hope they will relent on sou:e Long Islander, Feb. 14, 1868, p. 2

! *comment on the name “Babylon (not Seaside)

Compiled by Mary Cascone, Town Historian
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Babylon Station - South Side Railroad and LIRR

LONG ISLAND.

e Eummer Resorts—Iis Bosonroos—1ts
Lands ond Rollronds.

THE TAILROADE.

If Long Teland hea allowed New Jorsay and obher
places to precede her in construcblog rallroads, diffus-
ing population apd wealth over their surface, thers ls
eome evidenoe now that her whole valuable epece is
hkely to be hrmgzht rapidly inte regoisition, Tho card
of the South Bide Hallrosd shows the following places
vnd distences from the ekarting point foot of Bouth
Hevenlh streal, Willlamebargh :—Olsrencovills, 7 miles :
Jumaics, B; Bprivgfeld, 11 ; Vesreall’'s Corner, 16 ; Rock- * . « .
villa Centre, 17; Buidwinsvilla, 1034 ; Freeport, 21; Mer- station named “Babylon Seaside)
rick, 22; Bidgewood, 255 Bouth Oyster Hay, 273 Amity-
ville, 293 Babylon Beaside, 35; Hay Bhore, 40 Iehp Cen- )
E;l%*ﬂf}}tg!lllp. 14]?';,; nﬁ’ﬂﬂﬂhr 413 ; Sayvilie, 60; Bayport, Brooklyn Daily Eagle, July 23, 1869, p. 2 (excerpt)

PEatchogme, e

South Side Railroad Timetables, 1869 (no longer referred to as “Seaside”) (Image found on Trains Are Fun website
- http://www.trainsarefun.com/lirr/southsiderailroad /SSRR.htm)

q{‘}UTH H1E RAILROAD OF L, L,
k.

WINTRH ARRANGEMENT.

0n aod aleor Cetobor Hth, the traing will loave the Roossi
valt :T E!’“ﬂ:"‘i J'nr[;-In; an fallows: Palch

lxﬂt.’;_?ii;!-?uprﬂlnmn{::‘:“ it it

= u s . ¥ « : ”

hﬁ;&ﬂﬁﬂuﬂﬁﬁ.m:tﬁﬁﬁm on Baturdsys throngh *schedule (no longer referred to as “Seaside”)

£:30 P. M. 'Wor Marrck ; Balnrdags throngh to Ba) Brooklyn Daily Eagle, May 21, 1870, p. 1

All traine canneot af Valley Htmm.n.nmu L Iﬁ'ﬂf—ﬂ'ﬁi Y y a8 Y P
Late g aarly trains 0. W, DOUGLAS, Baprt.

Compiled by Mary Cascone, Town Historian
Town of Babylon, Office of Historic Services (2017, amended 2023) Page 7



Babylon Station - South Side Railroad and LIRR

South Side Railroad 1870 Map (Image found on Arrt’s Arrchives website, hosted by Arthur John Huneke -
http://arrts-arrchives.com/SSRR.html )

Compiled by Mary Cascone, Town Historian
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Babylon Station - South Side Railroad and LIRR

EVENT OF 63 YEARS
AGD REGALLED

0ld Poster Found in Curios-
ity Shop Tells of Attempt
To Name Babylon
“Seaside”

£Special to The Leader;

Ths Leader purchased on Tuoesday
of thiz week a hand bill displayed in
the Old Curiosity Shop on Main
street, which contained a bit of his-
tory relative to the attempt 1o
chanza the name of Babylon to Sca-
gide way back in 1567.

Babylonians rallied and downed
the movement although the South
Side Railroad. at that time favored it
and had the name “Seazide" painted
on the outside of the station which
now stands on the east zside of lower
Coopar street and was formerly usel
by Henry J. Kellum as a carpenter
shop. The lettering can still faintly
be seen on the building which was
moved to the present site when the
depot now at the station was erected.

Thz late David S, S. Sammis, who
conducted the famous Surf Hotel, on
Tire Island Beach and a large prop-
erty owner here, was the leader in
the movement to make the change.

Arcording to Mr. Kellum now host

of the House of Kellum on Five Island
avenue, who was a small boy when|
the controversy was at its height, but |
who vividly rzcalls it, says that he
was informed that Babylon at that
time had received an wunfavorable
reputation because of certain overt
acts of the New York sporting ifia-
teraity who oftimes at that period
b made Bahylon o pourt of rendenvios.

| Wivas of the eentry, it is said, put
their two feet down hard when ever
their husbands remarked that they
were going to Dabylon and hence it
wns toeided to change the name, not
that the hig shots uof the sporting
world would be any more apt to con-
duet themselves with more decorum
in Hearide than in Babylon, but their
wives would be lesz apt to know ex-
actly where their gay Latharo hus-
bands were,

Th> scheme, however, did not work.
Bubyion’s name was never changed
by the post office and the railroad
gpon used the name Babylon ex-
elusivaly.

Ths Old Tan House referred to in
the cireular occupied a site on the
North side of Montauk Highway
about where Dr. William F. T, Hein-
icke's residence now stands, just east
of the Old Totten farm, which em-
braced Totten plaes and land on
gither side of the voad.

Tha tan house or tannery, 2s it was
alzo knowrn, was ownad by Simon
Whesler Cooper, Babylon's second
postmaster and a large land owner
of that dav, and Mr. Kellum remem-
bers seeing hides being tanned th:re,
n hoirse making a cireuit cf the well

! i waich the hides had been placed,
[

guinding aup barg jlaced in Lthe witer |
whil= men would be scraping other
hides with a piece of gluss to give
them a polish,

No one that the Leader has met
racalls the vote on the changing of
the ame of any particulars of the
meeting. The late Selah Carll Smith
who built and conducted the Watson
Hous» until his death ir the middle

{Continued on Page Two)

[

. (continued)
Although the writer states that the Post Office name wasn’t
change, they were mistaken. On Ancestry.com, a collection
named “U.S. Appointment of Postmasters, 1832-1971,”
includes notes that the name Seaside was used instead of
Babylon from November 5, 1867 to January 10, 1868.
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Babylon Leader, Nov. 25,1932, p. 1, 2

This 1932 article recalls the temporary name change to
“Seaside.”
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Depot - Built 1881, Demolished 1962

Babylon Station - South Side Railroad and LIRR

Tug carnenter work it the construction

of the new depot building is being pushed

tapidiy lorwag (] Il fraeme has been pre-
parcd, ardll as soon as the inasons
complete the fonndation, the carpenters
will proe ed with the work of framaine: the
FXTRMEH] o This one is intetsded to be the

Lest turnishied and most elaborate depot on
the iines of the Loug Island Railroads,
Babivien, ot least, Las reason to comimend
the Iiberal spirt of Mr. Corlin,

*new depot under construction

South Side Signal, April 30, 1881, p. 2

Tur Railroad Cempany has taken Rail-
avenue i charge,  The roadbed 18 being
greaded up with dirt exeavated from un-
der the new depot budding. The im-
provement was much needed.

Tug new ot s enclosed nod I‘Ililill‘l}'
assuming ahape.  Great changesare to be
made in the swithes, ete. The old depet

will be remaodeled into a fieight depot.

*road excavated and new depot enclosed

South Side Signal, May 28, 1881, p. 2

Tug oll railroad depot was on Saturday

last sold at auetion.  [enry Ingles was
the porchaser for 180,

*old depot sold at auction

South Side Signal, June 11, 1881, p. 2

Basyeon's new depot 1= pearly com-
i ted, and s a deeidad hinrovement on

vthane of the hind on Long Tsland.
i he croun 14 are to be 1:--;-.113 !.:;'udu-ui aml
Lid out tnoa parle, The unsiglitly water
tanks wost of the d--]m: are to be re-
moved, and  water towers  are o be
crected fo take thar ;‘!;ll.‘t'*-..

*depot nearing completion

South Side Signal, June 18, 1881, p. 2

TrikErnoNic communication is being os-
tablished letween DBabylon depot and
Austin Corbin's restdence, at North Baby-
lon,  This iz the secondd telephione line in
cperation an the village.

*telecommunications at new depot

South Side Signal, July 2, 1881, p. 2

Tuz new aud comuuodicus  raileowd
depot in this village is completed and oc-
l'l.l]l:;l:l!. II'. i1 a ulmIcl i'nr (u'..i\'t't:jn;['.l‘c.
A new freicht honse is being erceted o
short flistance west of the old building.

*depot completed
South Side Signal, July 9, 1881, p. 2
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Babylon Station - South Side Railroad and LIRR

BABYLON — Elimination of
grade crossings in Babylon wilt
cost  26,798,933.90, exclusive of
land, under 2 low bid opencd De-
cember 21 at the office of the
State Department of Public Works
in Albany. Completion is expeet-
ed by Septemher. 1964, The con-
tract calls for raising the tracks
along 3.6 miles of the Montauk
and Central branches of the Lo
Island Rail Road. The program
was first proposed in 1938,

*grade elimination project

Patchogue Advance, Jan. 4, 1962, p. 28

BABYLON — Surprising thouch
it may be, there will be o
parking  space  around  the [
Island Rail Road Station in I3 Gy
lon during the villape's e
yvear, S7,000,000, grade cros-iw
elimination program. Net prain in
parking spaces is expecled to he
about 45.

*grade elimination project

Patchogue Advance, Jan. 25, 1962, p. 32

The Babylon railroad station, a landmark in that village
for over half a century will be torn down next week to make
way for the grade elimination work in that community . . . the

*depot set for demolition

[slip Bulletin, July 19, 1962, p. 15

BABYLON -- The 76-year-old
Babylon railroad stationwastorn
down last week to make roomfor
the massive three-year grade-
crossing elimination project.
Fifteen persons watched as the
wrecking began,

*depot demolished
Patchogue Advance, Aug. 2, 1962, p. 19

Temporary R. R.
Tracks In Use
Sat. In Babylon

Operations of trains over tem-
porary track facilities, in con-
nection with the Babylon grade
crossing elimination project, will
begin on Saturday, on the Cen-
tral and Montauk Branches of
the Long Island Rail Road at
Babylon.

The State Department of Pub-
lic Works, which has jurisdiction
over the project, has announced
today that the temproary tracks
will be used until the project is
nearly completed next year.
“Temporary tracks [or eastbound
irains will go into operation Sat-
urday morning at 6:27, while the
temporary westbound track ope-
ration will begin at 7:25 a.m.

*temporary tracks
[slip Bulletin, April 4, 1963, p. 16
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Babylon Station - South Side Railroad and LIRR

$11.3 Million Project Nears Completion:

Babylon Mayor Gilbert C. Hanse has announced that a half-mile of new, elevated tracks of the Long Island Rail
Road in the incorporated village was placed in use yesterday (Wednesday) morning.

The Babylon depot, which, a survey showed, serves about 1,000 commuters living in West Islip and other areas
of Islip township is now in the final stage of a $11.3 million grade-crossing elimination project which started in the
Spring of 1962. The work is expected to be completed by November, Mayor Hanse said.

The tracks opened to traffic
yesterday consist of a half mile
of the Central Branch of the
railroad extending eastward from
Cedar Woods Road in Babylon.

The platfrom of the newly-con-
structed Babylon station was al-
so opened for use yesterday al-
though the station-house will not
be opened for a few more
months. Work on an escalator
has not yet started.

The Central Branch construe-
tion involved elevation of the
tracks over Great East Neck
Road. The rest of the project,
2.84 miles of the Montauk

ey

MAYOR GILBERT HANSE

Branch, in Babylon and West Is-
lip, is expected to be opened in
three or four weeks, The last
stage of the work, improvement
of streets at the crossings, is
to be completed by Spring, Ma-
yor Hanse said.

The project is being construc-
ted under the direction of the
Department of Public Works in
cooperation with the public Ser-
vice Commission to eliminate six
grade crossings of the railroad.
The work included construction
of a new Babylon station, nine
bridges and a reinforced con-
crefe viaduct. Over most of the

project the new tracks are ele-
vated on earth embankments.

The bridges carry the railroad
over Great East Neck Road (two
structures), Little East Neck
Road, Litchfield Avenue, Carll
Avenue, Deer Park Avenue, Un-
jon Street, Carlls River and Sam-
pawams Creek. The viaduct was
constructed between Carll and
Deer Park Avenues where the
new station is located.

The construction is being per-
formed by the Horn Construction
Company, Ine.,, of Merrick,
which has a $5,798,933 contract,
and by railroad forces who are
carrying out work valued at
$4,548,900.

*elevated tracks and station complete

[slip Bulletin, Aug. 27, 1964, p. 3

Compiled by Mary Cascone, Town Historian
Town of Babylon, Office of Historic Services (2017, amended 2023) Page 13



Babylon Station - South Side Railroad and LIRR

ELEVATED TRACKS

ALBANY-]. Burch McMorren,
state superintendent of public’
works, has announced a half mile
of new elevated tracks of the

Long 1.1.:: Raflroad at Babylon, *elevated tracks and station complete
48 placed in servi
m\rednep:dayum'ro lnc°51 1.3 ,:;ﬁ Patchogue Advance, Sept. 3, 1964, p. 7

lion grade crossing elimination
project for which the remaining
trackage will be ready next
month,

Commuters to Get ‘Free’ Ride
At Babylon RR ... on Escalator

State -Sen. Elisha T. Barrett of Brightwaters
announced Friday ‘that the State Department of
Public Works has approved plans for construction
of an escalator at the Babylon station of the Long
Island Rail Road. Sen. Barrett said that the decision
marks the first state participation in such a project.

The escalator is expected to cost between $100,-
000 and $150,000. Sen. Barrett said that the precedent
set by state participation in the Babylon escalator
construction sets the stage for state installation of
escalators at Amit:{;ille, gopia];gue and Lindenhurst,
where a mammoth grade elimination project is :
planned. Previously, towns or villages werlé re]quired *elevated tracks and station complete
to pay for installation of escalators, Islip Bulletin, Dec. 2, 1965, p. 2

1t is estimated that more than 600 West Islip
commuters use the Babylon Terminal.
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Babylon Station - South Side Railroad and LIRR

Map Excerpts

1873 - Atlas of Long Island, NY published by Beers, Comstock & Cline

1888 - Atlas of the towns Babylon, Islip, and south part of Brookhaven in Suffolk County, N.Y. New York, F.W. Beers
& Co.; Published by Wendelken & Co.
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1890, Dec. - Sanborn Map (Sanborn maps may be under copyright restrictions.) The west side of this map page

ended at the railroad depot.

1897, March - Sanborn Map. (Sanbornb map.s may be under copyright restrictions.)
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1902 - Atlas of Suffolk County, Long Island, New York, Merritt B. Hyde; Published by E. B. Hyde, 1902-09.

1902, October - Sanborn Map. (Sanborn maps may be under copyright restrictions.)
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1908, November (page 4) - Sanborn Map. (Sanborn maps may be under copyright restrictions.)

1908, November (page 5) - Sanborn Map. (Sanborn maps may be under copyright restrictions.)
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1915 - Atlas of Part of Suffolk County, Long Island, New York, South Side - Ocean Shore, Volume One; Published by E.
Belcher Hyde.
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1915, May (page 3) - Sanborn Map. (Sanborn maps may be under copyright restrictions.)

1915, May (page 4) - Sanborn Map. (Sanborn maps may be under copyright restrictions.)
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1923, October (page 3) - Sanborn Map. (Sanborn maps may be under copyright restrictions.)

1923, October (page 4) - Sanborn Map. (Sanborn maps may be under copyright restrictions.)
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1929, September (page 3) - Sanborn Map. (Sanborn maps may be under copyright restrictions.)

1929, September (page 4) - Sanborn Map. (Sanborn maps may be under copyright restrictions.)
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1943, July (page 3) - Sanborn Map. (Sanborn maps may be under copyright restrictions.)

1943, July (page 4) - Sanborn Map. (Sanborn maps may be under copyright restrictions.)

Compiled by Mary Cascone, Town Historian
Town of Babylon, Office of Historic Services (2017, amended 2023) Page 23



