taking the cars to and from Sunnyside Yard.Soon after WWII "Uncle Sam" start-
ed to use the big facility as an annex to the General Post Office in Manhatt-
an,meainly handling the rapidly expanding parcel post and "junk mail" that
began right after the War, |
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Emery January 1952 Rail Vacation Route

My vacation began the third week in January,so we decided to travel to the
Weet Coast by rail,despite the winter and the short hiewrs of daylight for
"eightseeing ".It began with the B0 from Jersey City to St.Louis.From there

to Kansas City it wae an overnight sleeper on the Wabash., The Union Pacific
took us to Denver from there. From Kansas City to Salina we rode behind Alco
"FP-A" diesels,but out of Salina we had a UP 4-8-2 for power.At Ellis,Kansas
we became a mixed train with the addition of about sixty empty coal hoppers
and & caboose.The single coach remained next to the tender for steam heat.

Leaving Denver on the D&RGW 's "Royal Gorge" we traveled over the Rockies
via Pueblo,Colo,.,where I took a photo of our 4-8-4 at the long sta. stop.
The trip thru the Royal Gorge included a five minute stop at the deepest
part where everybody got off to view the natural beauty of the canyon.

After Salida darkness set in and with it & snowstorm.By the time we lert
nrand Junction the storm was over and & bright full moon that you could
"have almost read a newspaper with" i1luminated the mountain scenery.The
roach licshte were out,=o0 we had almo=st as Enndﬁview ag we would of had in
davlight!

We came in to Salt Iake City in another snowstorm.We were supposed to
travel from ﬂ-;d‘en to San Francisco on the S.P,'s fast mail which had a sin-
gle coach on the rear of about fifteen mail and express cars,We left “rl°

"Ogden:-: behind a "800" class A-8-4 and got only as far as the trestle

over Great Salt Iake and stopped.Then we had to back-up all the way to

“-Qgden-= ~i -,the reason being tne S.P.'s .crack streamliner was snow-
bound in the Sierra Nevada mountains near Donner Pass.This blocked any
trains from using the "Overland Route" for several days.

They finally decided to route any westbound S.P. trains via the U.P.'s
line via ILas Vegas to Barstow ,where we would use the AT&SF to Mojave,Cal.,
anpuee the S.P. from there via the San Joaquin Valley route to San Franciso.

This rave us a full day in Ogzden to enjoy the beauntiful mountain scenery 2

directly east and toweringz over it,the Wasateh Mountain Eange.?ﬂrﬁﬁy money
they are much more impressive than the Hﬂckieal

C&NW FMD F-T7 units took us from Ogden 2ll the way to San Francisco tne
the followingz day and night.The S.P. was treating everybody aboard the long
train to anything they wanted in the diner,at no cost regardless whether
they were paying their fare or on pasﬂes! Tt rained hard as we came into
Oakland but we took the S.P. ferry to San Prancisco as we wanted to try

the great seafood resturants on Fisherman's ¥Whart,
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Leaving San Francieco the =ame evening on the S.P.'s "Vlamath", the
vernignt and all next day train to Portland,we awoke next morning with

"picture posteard " view of towering Mt.Snasta with it's thitk mantle
f white glistening in the bright sunshine.Near here we went in the sid-
ing to meet a "light' engine. It turned out to be 2 S,P, "cab-forward "
mallet with & beautiful 'steamboat’whistle,the only ~type of that unique
kind of engine I would ever see outzide of photographs.

Leaving Klamath Falls the long train was strung out on a long curve,
and I noted we had a "double-header of two S.P. "Daylight type" 4-8-4s,
The afternoon ride over the Cascade Range was very interesting with all

the curves and tunnele,all surronndédby many feet of fresh snow.The
little wooden depot at Cascade Summit,Oregon had snow up to the roof
caves! We had only a short wait in Portland before leaving on an over=-
niecht train for Seattle,™hat wae on the N,.P.,and we had- one of their
huge 4-8B-4s for pover,There was no diner on the train,but after eating
one of those giant aponles grown in Washineton state ,s0ld by the "news"
butcher on board, you would "last" to breakfast in Epattle!

We rode a day train from here to Vancouver,R.C. on the G.N..When we
stopped at White Fock,Wash, the conductor asked us if we would like &
ride on the engine into vancnuvef.ﬁy'wife Theresa and T had our first

and last ride on an FMD E7,rode like a Pullman!
After an atternoon in the scenic city there we were leaving on the

C.P, later in tne day ftor Toronto. Even thougn it was January,the grass

was green and some rlowers were in bloom in the eity,but on the high

mountaine all around it,there wae much EnnH!
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Emery January 1952 Rail Vacation continued...

C.P.'s "Tne Dominion" was all heavyweisht cars , - well heated and
very romfortatle ridine., Wext morning in Revelstoke,B.C. they gave us
double-headed 2-10-4 tvpe engines to take us over the Manadian Rockies
to Calegary. That was =some sceniec trip,and as cold as it was.I spent
time at the "dutch doors" quite often during the day.It was cloudy and
now and then there were snow flakes falline,but the summits of the high
mountaing all ahout were visible, Atout the time we reached ILake Louise
it wae almoet dark,but we did glimpse 2 huge antlered Moose grazing only
a few feet from the track!

That night we slept in a "Tourist Pullman",a 1little cheaper than
first class accomadations,but just as eclean and comfortable. Next morn-
ing in Regina,Sacsk, I got off to =nap a photo of our "Royal Fudson", It
was -25°on the sta, thermometer,but it did not seem that cold, probably
because there was no wind!
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All day,the "Dominion" took to cross the endlecs prairies on the way to
Winnepeg, arriving there at six forty five p.n. .Next morning when we awoke
we were in Port Arthur on ILake Superior.All that day we transversed the
moetly wild and hgautiful north shore of the big lake, Another night in

croecing *he vast province of Ontario and we pulled into Toronto a2bout
seven a.m..To get to Buffalo we traveled the T.H.&B. via Hamilton in a
"thru-coach”that became part of the NYC "Advance Fmpire State Fxpress®
at Central Terminal in Puffalo. All the way to Utica we traveled through
a snowstorm ,but that WYC 4-6-4 Fudson took it in stride ar~iving at
Rarmon on the "button!Flectric power took us to Grand Central,
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Emery January 1952 Rail Vacation continued...

One gloomy Feburary Sunday T had & couple of hours to kill in the stor—
age vard before my run left for "Port",so I decided to walk over to the
Morris Park Shop and engine servicing area,Por a change T had even brought
my "Brownie" 616 =ize namnra!Tﬂn”ﬁthEﬁ former two"DD1 layup tracks "next
to the Montauk Br, "fill" was indeed a gad gisht .About a dozen GSs,six
to earh track,and all headed "east" were lined up,all "dead" of course.

I nerslected to copy *he numbers,but T can still remember the 25,26,31;
33,%4,41 and 42 being there.No.25 still had it'es "low" tank.

Oil House c.1962
Photo: LIRR Archive: Jim Gillin

(ver by the "o0il house" the =ole remaining 0-8-0, no,257 was "alive",
ag it was being used Momn. to Pri, as a "steam heat" engine in the I,I.City
rasrengser vard,although all the rest of the gteam euprly there came from
the big "Pennsvlvania" four stack power house up Front St. a couple of

blocks away., "257" would join the "dead line" in & few more weeks,

As far as "live" power that day,there were at least four H1O0s and
a8 couple ofr 65s sitting on the outbound tracks,none would be needed on a
Sunday. Next I looked in the roundhouse but that only had various diesels
in it. "The circle",(name given to the outdoor tracks radiating from the
turntable),held a few Fl0s ,the rotary,and G5 no.27,with a "low tank".She
wag awaiting shipment to the secranpers no doubt.Aprarently the RR wanted

to met rid of the "low tanks " in favor of tne "high" ones for the few
remainine G5e.,0ne "low" tank,no.22,was saved as a coal tender for wrecker
no. 197 hased at Wolban Yard. -

Over in the back of the shops I took a photo of "oil-electric" no.402,
probabhly not in serviece anvmore with all the newer diesels available.I
Think the "4C1" had al:-~2dy gone for scrap.T™wo truly "old timers" look-
ing romewhat dowdy in their advanced age vere on the tracks used for
2hop ears north of the motor shop.The very last elass "BRAO ping bageage
car that once served as the "ieced car" for fish on the westbound "Fisher-
man's Special from Montauk and during WWIT as an additional "bagrage space"
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at Hempstead sta,,no.658,still had it's "Vorlds Fair", (sans-serif),number
and 1etteringi The other old timer was the former "Smithtown" club car,
converted to coach 179 in 1942 and now an "instruction car" for shopmen.
Now that the need for so many bagsage cars had ended with trucks taking
most of the mail business a?er;the badly-worn B60 eclass baggage care, (682-
6£91),were scrapped along with rusting "balloon" types 718and T722.At times
this resulted in a car shortage for Railway Txpress shipments,so the RR
converted combinesnos.619-623 to "bageage" cars by removing the seats and
putting steel sheathing where the windows had been. Most passenger coaches
were now in the "gray" paint scheme,but some RPOs and baggage cars still
sported good old Tuscan red badly faded,with the numbers barely visible

Fo A
unless vou were right on top of them!
One March day I received 2 meerage that I had to qualify in Penn.Sta.,

the Fast River tunnels,the loop tracks to Sunnveide vard and the "ya
itgelf,.Pefore the examination ﬂay-we had to walk around the lavout in
Penn. Sta, with a PRR. "inetructor".This was toaequaint us with all the
various signal locations,the four towers and the different yards,I remem-
bered the sigmale in the tunnels from being trainman on DDl-nauled trains
when we backed in and out of N.Y.fsunnysidefwas algo no mystery,thanks to
me being on the "FXT or Milk" moves.
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Sunnyside Yard Rendering - F Tower east c. 1956 by Robert Wegner

But the loop-tracks that ran from "F " interlocking east thru the deep
cut and under the LIRR +o "R " tower at tne east end of Sunnyside T had
+o learn more about if I expected to pass the Conductors test shortly.COne
weekday morning I boarded a PRR train of MP 54s at Penn,Sta. that was
beine taken to Sunnyeide to lavup during the day.PRR drill crews handled
moves like thies as well as inbound to ¥.Y, in the afternoon hours.Riding
the head 51&;¢nrm wi+h +he drill motorman save me 2 fine view of the sig-
nals and +rackase.Tt was & slow ride 28 trains ueually "backed-up" on the
loop *+racks wvaiting for a "clrar alley,(track),in the vard.

in April I,and four other LIRR men were ordered to report to the FRR
"hook of rules ervaminerg" office in Penn., Sta..Fe would question all of

us on 211 tne rules and "characteristics" ot the PRR where we would ever
have occasion to run a LIRR train to,in the areas mentioned above,Atter
an all day sescsion we finally "sgqueaked" throusn ta his satisfaction and
t+here were five LIRR conductors qualitied on about 1f99tn “or the entire
Pennsylvania Failrﬂ&d! ;

Now T would have to give up my "happy home" on the round trip to
"Port" on nos.642 and 645 as it was a "halt-nite" job.,That would mean
+or me running the risk of being "stuck" as ccnductor on miserable

"MT" runs that started in W.V. or Tlatbush pAve., and worked about six
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trains until the wee a.m, hours of the night,not to mention all the drunks
stagrering home from bars and partieﬂ*ﬁﬁme could be really nasty when asked
for their fare! Conductors of such jobs as these were forever laying ﬂff at
the last moment and I being one of the "youngest" in seniority as conductor
would be "pulled off" my run to "Port" when I revorted for work to run those
"micerahle” jobe desrridbed abhove,That could go on for months until sufficient
condurtors were made to cover all those "unwanted runs,"
So,when 2 "dav" run opened up &8 trainman in Hempstead T bid it in.Conductors
on "dav" runs almost never took off,so I was "safe" on my brakeman's job.This
job was the only MU braking job I ever owned in my entire LIRR employment, I

wag going to miss working behind the G5 on train 642 most of alll
“Herbie Doescher was the motorman ,while feorge ¥oehler was conductor on

ny "Hempstead " job,two good guys to work with.Refore leaving on train 711,
we had to rut off the MB 54 bagrage cear on the rear.It had brought tirst class

mail out eariier. After going into W.V.,we ran extra to Floral Park to make

1429 into Frooklyn,another heavy commuter train.Then we "swung" until just
betore noon and then made & round trip to Pockaway Park.That "swing time"
in Flatbhush Ave. T put to cood use by walking the entire Prooklyn water-
front from the shores of Newtown Creek to Owls Head Park in PBay Ridge in
order to see what 21l tne small "waterfront Pailroads" looked like. On one
very clear day I took the elevator to the top of the Williamsburg Savings
Pank just across from the Terminal.Believe me,it's the-only way to see
Brnﬂklyn! We made train 756 to finish in Hempstead at four tnirty p.m.,it
wag nice to be working "days" for a change!

Three weeks later a neat ticket collectors run opened tor bid in Port
Washington.I threw & bid in for it,but did'nt think I had a "Chinamans"”
chance of ever getting the job. When the bids were "awarded" my name was
on that particular job,was I ever supriseﬁ! leaving Port Wash. at six

Corona Station newly opened view NW 12/1930
Photo: LIRR valuation Archive: Dave Keller

twenty five in tne 2.m,,we made all stops into W.Y.,even Corona where
no one ever got on.Then we ran ertra to Ploral Park to make train 1427,

a heavy commuter train into Brooklyn. My next and final train for the day
was no.434 out of ¥W.Y. &t one ten,finishing up in Port Wash. just before
two p.m,.,,.Thie was definitely 8 beautiful run:ulder men than I in seniority

regretted not bidfing the job 1n!

Getting done weekdave at two gave me &n idea now that the early summer
witn it's balmy veatner had come to stay.Consulting the current "Official
Guide",I found that if I could get to Trenton,N.J. before five p.m.,I
stood a good chance of riding behind an "E-6" arain,especially if it was
a Fridayf Seems the PRR had 2 train leaving Trenton soon after "five" on
weekdays that ran east over tne Main Line to Monmouth Jet.,thence "thru
the woods and fields” on the "Freehold and Jamesburg Agriculture RR " branch
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to Sea Girt,joining the ¥v,v.2L.B, there , After making all stops along
the North Jersey Coast the train terminated in Red Pank,W.J. Most days
the train consisted of a PRR gams-electric car pulling a heavyweight
RPO,but on summer Fridays an 6 pulling two P70 coaches and the RPO
replaced the gas car,

"Worth a gamble",I thought as T made out a "pass reguest" for Mrs.
Fmery and myself,In those years,LIRR under ten years seniority men were
entitled to three PRR trip passes a vear,plus one "foreign " set of pase-
-EE to any point in the 7.S. or Canada.After ten years,then,LTRR people
got annual "card" pasces t0 any point on the vast PRR system,along with
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the "for#sgn pase" mentioned above. With the later NV =tate ownership or

the LIRR,no onesrecardless of seniority would ever have or get anything

but & LIRR annual pase,.It was ironic as weeks of vacations increased,

the amount of "passes" dwindled each ypar!
Cur passes arrived in a couple of davs and on a Friday that promised

to be 2an ideal June day,we emharked on tne PER for Trenton.Tventually,

all trains beines on time we found ourselves etanding on tne eastbound

Trenton vlatform.Shortly our train backed-in with three cars and on

the front was my "old friend" from the "Patchosue Scoot",B6 no.l694.

What memories that ride brought hank!We really moved along as far
as Monmouth Jet.,and the open-window coaches gave us the full"sound
effects 'and a few soft coal cinders once in a while too.While unload-
ing mail at FPreehold I ran up to the front by the street crossing and

"enapped" the engine.The all too brief ride terminated a2t Red Rank
station on the W,v,& L.B..Atter the BF0 nad been unloaded the train
backed past,us,heading for the vard., A1l the old familiar "P-6" sounds
wvere heard once more,narticularly the "odd clanking of the driving rods"
when the ensine was not being "worked". After a brief wait,a CNJ train
rame along wvith a8 4-6-2,.%We rode hrack +o0 Jersey Mitv on what was prob-
ahrly one of +he last rersularly gcheduled CHNJ steam-trains-- on this line.

The Port Wash. run was too good to last and I soon got "trimmed",In
about five wecks I "owned" ticket collectors jobs in as many terminals,
They were Long Teach,Porkaway Park,Prooklyn,NWew York and .Jamaiesa,7inally
I got tired of being "trimmed" every tew dave and went on the extra list.
Living in Westbury I was centrally-located for any number of terminals,

A numter of "east end" jobs ovened up as well,thanks to men being on
vacation g0 I managed to get mostly "day" jobs.One early morning job out
of Penn, Sta. was "different" than most.Out of there at four a.m, we had
three MU cars to Jamaica,pullinge 2 "balloon roof" steam baggage car of

mail for train 224,After about an hour in .Jamaica we boarded an M7 equip-
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ment train tfor West Hempstead on track nine.The two head cars were MB 54s
of Railway Exprees,vwhile the nine coaches would become train 919 out of
West Hempatead. '

We took an unusual routing by going east on the Main Line to Floral
Park and the Hempstead Pr. to Country Lite Press sta. At that point we
entered the little-used West Fempstead Br. for the slightly over a mile

\
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DD1 #358 pulling freight westbound of West Hempstead station. The
freight brakeman had to flag each crossing. 9/28/1947 Archive: Dave Keller

run to West FHempstead eta.I had to "flag" tne train over about six unpro-

tected grade crossings thru farden City.We proceeded slowly over this
weed-grown right of way,unused except for this five day a week deadhead
EQuipment“train we were on.The West Fempstead freight no longer used this
streteh =ince the recent closing of LI1CO0's gas manufacturing plant near
Franklin Ave crosesing.

After arrival at the West Fempstead sta,,the nine coaches were left in
+he sta. for train 919,while T cut the two motor baggage cars off and put
+them in the erpress house giding.Train 967 in the early evening would take
the two cars to Jamaica,There they were added to the "Rabylon Raggage”,
which took them to PXT.

About the middle of October,I received a "flyer" in the mail from the
National Railway Historiral Society advertising a "steam trip over freight
only lines" of the LIRR for Sunday the twenty sirth.The price was reason-
able enougn,but giving it some thought,I mused "would'nt it be great if I

= TI‘
could get paid for going on this trip,instead of paying to go".
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~ Special flagged over Hempstead Tpke.
RIETY YORE ClASTER ~ West Hempstead - 10/26/1952
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NRHS Trip Souvenir Cover
10/26/1952 Archive: Art Huneke

When I put my "job request " in for Sunday I put "Railfan Special” at
the head of +the list.Avparently T must have had a "little seniority",bec-
ause when the crew hoard was posted for Sunday,there I was marked up on the
"Sperial",along witn conductor R.J.Smitn &anad f.W.Tweedy the flagman, Ve
reported a8t the Jamaica storagse yard at eight thirty a.m. to find ¥1l0 no.
107 all frféhly painted on the point ot & combine and seven coaches,all
"pinge". I vut my timetarle,flagsging #par and electriec lantern in the ten-
ﬁpr'é locker for "safe keeping ",=0 they would'nt be aporopiated by "over=

zealous fans"!

"Abe" House and Jimmy Hanley,both assistant trainmasters,were to ride
with us all day to "facilitate operations",while "Win" Roerckel a train
digpatcher and Ferbert Onderdonk,a conductor were riding also on & "bus-
mans" holiday.We 1oaded in Jamaica sta., on track five ,the old "local"
platform "C" being used on this 1952 Sunday. The weather was ideal and it
promised to be a great trip with much piecture taking.altnough tnere were
no "Phote run bys" scheduled. |

Promptly at "nine sharp" we were off,and down the steep ramp to the
Atlantic ®ranch,a suprise for me,as T had figured the Montauk Br. to Valley

Stream,
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"pAugie" Raier,engineer on our 107 really laved on the "Banshee" whistle
own thru Cedar Manor and all the way to past Higbie Avenue sta.People out
t that early Sunday hour looked up at our paseing ag if they had never seen
"H10" pulling a passenger train before f Was this the first time ever on
he Atlantic Pr. throuvgh here 777 Onece in 1946 T remember Speonk train 36
oing this way,but that was of course hauled by a G5.

"VA" Tuwer 2 - LIRR valuation phutu EIZBHQSS
View NW Archive: Art Huneke

—

At "valley" tower we crorced over to go east on the West Wempstead Rr.
alverne residents looked on in amazement as we swept past tneir stucco sta.l
wondered how long ago it was that "steam" had been along here,perhaps not
ince 1948 or h?,and that was probably an H6 on the freight.At West Tempstead

ve had to s=top and revort clear of the manual block at "WM".From here to
‘ountry Life Press we crept along,stovping to "flag" over all the unprotected
~ade croseines.At.C.L.Press we entered the Fempstead ®r.to go west ,but
mly far enough to "clear" the Central Ertension switch at "Garden" block sta.
"carden" lined the switch for the "Ertension" so we could back our train
. mile and & half to *he Roosevelt Raceway island plattorm.Here there would
e & brief “pnhtn stop" for a few minutes,"eading west aFain,another "photo
itop" was made on the connecting track from tne "Extension” to the track
leading to the Mineola-Garden City freight yard and "Nascau" tower.Tnis area
1+ one time boasted of the only 90* RP crossing on the entire LIFR. Tsed by
17 +raine on the West Fempstead ®Br., cros=ing the Cfentral Txtension,it was
~emoved in 19%9 when "HC" tower was torn down and "Garden" took it's place.

I wag riding the H10 as I had two lanes of trafic on Stewart Ave, to
1£1ag" our train over,as well as 11lth St%. at the freight hcuse and two cross-
ings in Mineola,Finally back on tne Main LinélglﬂT gave use a speedy eight
minute ride to Floral Park where "Park" tower would back us into the north
eiding.This move was necercary to ret on the Creedmoor Fr. track which join-
ed the north siding at Plainfield A-e,

- |
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NRHS trip Jericho Tpke., Creedmuur Branch 10!26!1952
Photo: George Votava - Archive: Mike Boland

We procerded slowly weetward on the Creedmoor Pr,,crossing over Jericho
Turnpike on the long plate girder bridee.A mile further on,near the switch
to the State Hoepital coal trestle we stopped,again for a "photo stop".Sup-
rigingly at that time the area still had some open lote along that portion
of the branch,and tne tracks were pret*y well-lined with bushes and small

treee for being in the eity 1imits!

Retracing our route back to Vloral Park,we then went west again on the
Main Line.No stop was made at Jamaica,an unusual move for a steam hauled
train,esnecially one with a freight nnpinelwe ewitched to the Montauk Er.,
as we were headed for tne weet vard at Presh Pond.We continued thru the
vard and Fn+FFEd the Pushwick Branch,no doubt the first passenger frain
to use it since long arso "Rattery Car pavs!".Continuing west on the heav-

ilv industrialigzed line we only went ahont *en miles an hour.
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"Drifting " west past the large H.C.RBohack food stores sidings and ware-
ouses ve cross Metropolitan Ave,,where until recently B&QUT streetcars or the
%etcr Hitt”fype eroeced over this 1line.About a mile further on we can go no
further than the FPnglish Kills swing drawbridge as our engine is too heavy
for it.Then its a long "back-up" move to the west yard at Fresh Pond up the

continous grade.Once in the ward,I cut off our engine and take it through
a vacant yard track to the vater plug just west of "Pond" tower.Once the
tender is full we continue to back our lite engine thru the east yard so

we can get on the east leg of the wye.We have to have the H10 headed "west"
for the trim over the Bay Ridge Br. to the yard there.Since "Fremont" tower

Bay Ridge Yard - View W LIRR #107 passing under the EL

10/26/1952 Archive: Art Huneke New Lots - 10/26/1952
Archive: Art Huneke

will handle our move via it's interlocking,I will not have to throw any
switches there.I took advantage of that to ride in the brakeman's "dog house",
the small cabin on all H10 class tenders.

I'm looking forward to this next portion of the day's trip,as I have
never rode or worked a train over the Ray Ridge PBr.In fact,very few "pass-
enger men" and only eabout half tne "freight men" ever worked on this line.
Actually,it you worked for the New Haven RR you would have a much better
chance to see this branch,as they ran about eight trains,(all long freights),

each way daily.The New Yaven had trackage rights over the LIRR from Fresh
Pond Jet.,("Premont”tower), to the float bridges at Pay Ridge yard.Vew Haven
men had to qualify on the LIRR book of rules,signals and Characteristics in
order to work on this line.

~ After recounling the F10 to the other end of our train and rounding up
the Railfans’we are off for the swift trip to Bay Ridee.The beautiful fall
day is beginning to result in lengthening shadows as we emerge from the
nearly mile long Fast New York tunnel under the city homes and streets.

We stop for the last "photo stop" of the day at Livonia Ave.Almost all tne
fans got off here to get a photo or "stretch their legs"., After five "ban-
ghee" blasgts from our H10 to call in our flagman.wererbn the w&y”ﬁgain,
around the long curve at New Lots and soutnwest into Tast Platbush,Flat-
Euah and so on,to the Bay Ridge section of South Prooklyn.

We pull down into the lower yard past the Pay Ridge vardmasters office
ag Second Ave,Fverybody gets off to take more photos,. There.are no New
Haven locomotives around,but several LIRE class BE3 electric switchers

are tied up near the float bridges, I cut the engine off and ride in the
rab back tc Fighth Ave as we have to go up the embankment to the engine-
house to take on more water Trom & hore hanging from a standpipe.This
tender "topping otff" will get us back to Morris Park.

While I'm gone with the 107,the conductor calls "Redford" tower", (near

Erooklyn College), to get a "K" card by "NU" tlock limit sign at New Utrecht
Ave.This will zive us & "eclear hlock" to "Bedford".From there we will be
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governed by "esignal indication" all the way to "Fremont" tower.We made
great time going back east on the Bay Ridze Pr. as dusk slowly came on.

In no time 2t all we were enveloped in the tunnel,but as our engine is
backing up pulling the train,the engine crew escapes the smoke from the
gtack as we go upgrade thru the tunnel,

Abandoned Fremont Tower: 12/1970
Archive: Dave Keller

At "Fremont" the engine has to be cut-off again to be turned on the wye,
ag we have to be headed "west" to go over the Montauk Pr, to "Bliss" tower.
By this time total darkness has arrived,much to the dismay of our passen-
gera, At "Bliss" tower we enter the Montauk Cut-0ft,onlygzoing as far as the
"Main Line Cut-0ff"switeh, After getting "permission" from the tower,we

go down the ‘Main Line Eut-fo”%amp to join the Main Line.We stopped at
Woodeide in cese any one wanted to zet off there.After that we continued
to Jamaica and came in on vlattorm "C" to discharge our hapry passengers.,

As we backed our consist to the storare vard about seven p.m.,I wond-
ered if the "fane" enjoved the trip as much as I ﬂiﬂ!

~ Even working the "extra listy I had'nt caught sight of the twenty three
leased Reading Company coaches now on the RR since June,They finally caught
up with me,or vice versa,one Friday evening in early December., It was on
train 42 td Speonk,as there were ten of tnem in the middle of the consist.
They were never used &s rear care on the LIPR &s they did not have electrie
markers,something that all LIRR pass, equipment now boasted of. Later on,I
learned theese good-riding cars had all been built by Rethlehem “hipbuilding

Co, around 1917-18.Prior to the electritication of the Readings suburban
lines in Philadelvhia,these cars were hauled by =team engines on those
routes., Since that +ime the cars were stored most of the vear,except tor
the summer seaeson when many were used on busy PR-SL trains to the seashore.

The Reading cosches did not have vestibule diaphrams,having "safety
chains“inetead,In order for LIRR coachee to "mate" with these cars,LIRR
care had their diaphrvams removed and “chains ins+alled. Unfortuneately this

"diaphram removal" was soon applied to all LIPR steam ecuipment.This was

definitely not the thing +o do’Ask anv commuter who has had to ride in

+hoge now=unprotected from snow and rain pouring in vestibules if tney
would li%e to see the diaphrams put back ﬂn!
The interiore of the Readings cars had plesant blue plush seats and

a much better arranement of steam heat controls than our cars.A sitring

of Reading cars lent some much-needed pleasant paint scheme,in contrast

to our otherwise drab,dull gray traine,™hev were distributed on the LIFR

ag followe: ¥Woe,%1-42,10cars;205-214,5 cars,and 6£21-652,8 cars. Before
the vear ended T manased to work iﬁ those cars on all six trains listed.

The Readine coaches were leared to help alleviate serious overcrowding

and s=taved on the LI®R until June 19%5% when the new 2900 series cars

gtarted to arrive.There are very few photos of the Reading cars in use on
on the LIRR.
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