Since this would be the last year to work behind "steam" I would ever have,
- resolved to try and work what few traine regsularly were assigned steam power.
leing on the "extra liet" I could t111 varcancies of men on vacation or “off sick”
m the "eteam " passenger traine. One Peburary morning I was merked up on train
i25 out of Oyster Pay,the train with the eclub car on the rear.We had engine 32,
nd being the flagman I had the opportunity to open eside vestibule doors and
rmtch "32" go thru her paces eisht cars up ahead,.All those curves between the
'‘Bay" and Sea Clitf were ideal for watching driving rods in motion!

It vag also my one and only chance to "collect" in the Oyster Bay Pr.club

car,That membershiv 1ist posted on the inside wall was impressive indeeﬁ!
Many important "Capitans Of Industry",men in "Banking Circles" and the “Stock

o
Frxchange were regulare on this ecar.

Club car interior c.1945 Oyster Bay Club car #2002
Wicker chairs, backgammon Oyster Bay Yard 1/03/1959
Photo: George Christopher Photo: George E. Votava
Archive: Dave Keller Archive: Dave Keller

The one thing that was irritating about a1l four eclub cars waes that with
the side-geating in the wicker chairs,+the club members feet were always st-
retched out in the aiele.Trainman,in punching their commutation tickets haa
to step over them and balance ones self besides., Nommon courtesy would tell
a person to momentarily move their feet inward while 2 person had to move
close to them.Perhaps the club members tigured they were above this,as they
had to pay a fee for the car's operation as well as their cﬂmmutatiﬂn!

Cne March afternoon I was marked up as flagman on the "protect" engine
that was stationed in Mineola for the p.m. rusn hour in case of "diesel
tailure".That day it was G5 no.50 and I epent the time in Mineola up in
"Nag=sau" tower awaiting the ecall *+o "bail a diesel cut".Nothing happened

that ‘day =0 we returned to .Jamaica after eight thirty p. m..

Tor murh of March and April of 1955 I was lucky enough to work train
&35 leaving "Port" at three forty eight p.m..From Mon, to Fri, inclusive,
this,the =lowest in time of any train on the branch, always had a 35 on
it,Tsually engine 24,as it wag Frank Albin'e,the regular engineeer's fav-
orite,vas the power on no.635, As far as "head end" cars go,this train
wag ouite interesting.In addition to the express car out of "Port",we
picked up another at tuntington, (on Muesdays two),Rehind them came RPO

737 and tour "pings".

"Ping Pong” #46
Ronkonkoma c.1949
(Ziel - Boland)

Watehing train 635 "highball" thru,say Mineola,one could easily mis-
take it for fGreenport-New York train 211 of the 1930-14Y50 era.That is if
vou substituted "main liner" coaches for the "pings" and 2 round number
plate on the enrines smokebhox inetead of the present keystone plate!

Cn that some job,after a "swing",ve left for Tonkonkoma on train 250
at seven thir+y two,usually behind a "M " 1600 h.p. diesel.Coming back
to Tamaica we carried no passengers,being just an "equipment extra."

Cne memorable epring evenineg we had 75 no.39 on the round trip to Ronk.,

and if +hat wvas'nt enough "rlaes",ocur homewvard trip hack to Port on train
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no.666 aleo featured encine 39!Weither the "round +rip" to Ronkonkoma or
train 666 had traveled behind a steam eneine for quite some time,probably
gince the tall of 1951 when the 1600 "FM" diesels retired about a dozen
G5e.

When the nicer days of May rolled around I decided one Monday morning
to try and ret some "steam action" on color slides.My first location was
Sea Cliff to get train 525 coming into the station. Then it was over to

Cold Spring Harbor - FM H16-44 #1505 - West Rogues Path c.1958
Photo: Robert Emery Collection: SUNY Stony Brook

Rogues Path crossing on "Cold Spring Fill".Fngine 113 was quite a sight
storming up the grade with about fifty some cars.Ry the time the caboose
went by me the speed was probably down to less than ten miles an hour,yet
the train never stalled,something that would be fairly common in days to
come with diesel operation of this train.Cne of the worse problems on this
stretch was leaves on the track in the fall,After trains had run over them
a few times,they formed & greasy-like film on the rails causing 2lowly
moving traine to lose their "footing" sometimes, If tne train ground to a
ﬁTﬂﬁ and was unahle to move ahead there were two things one could do to get
moving arain, One was back the vhole train down grade to just west of Cold
Spring Parbor sta, and make a “run for the hill,usually this worked. The
other Hﬂlufiﬂn,&fﬁ%ﬂgsf_fﬂr freight traine, was to "double the hill".This
meant taking aboutvthe' congist +o Funtinéremand putting it in the siding,
and then coing back "lite" to "the hill" for the rear half of the train

and bringing that also to Funtington and consolidating it with the first
part.

Sometimes the heavy evening commuter traine would get stalled on the
hill as well,usually because the locomotive's sanders were not working prop-
arly.%hen that nappened,the tireman,head end hrakeman and conductor would
#alk ahead ot the barely-moving trein throwing sand and gravel on the rails
=0 the engine rould get "traction",usually thie resulted in getting the train
noving enoush to "make the hill" and eliminate backing up for another try!

Onee "11%" wvas cone,T drove to Fickeville to get the freenport freignt
leaving tovn.%ince she took water there,she would be starting the long train
around the sharp enve making the job harder for the "H10".Engineer Rob Cray-
ton vas running *he "108" and those "cannonading erxhauste" should have been
**aneﬂ"! T Fot her witn her towering smoke plume as she went by the old ice
slant east of Nicholai S+treet.About 2 werk later on another warm spring morn-
ing T photosraphed the =ame train vassing Brentwoed sta, with 710 111,

{ I d_l:l':t‘."i:_ H"\i}‘-:::-t-

LIRR G5s #39 Railfan Extra G5s #39 Railfan Extra
Mattituck View W - 6/05/1955 Greenport dock -6/05/1955
Photo/Archive: Art Huneke (Collora - Boland)

A "Parewell to Steam" round trip from Jamaeica to Greenport occurred on
*unday June 5th behind 65 39.Going east a "photo stop" was made at Mattituck
sta.,I think the +rip west did not include one.We were driving back to "Port"
from Patchosue wvia Waverly Ave thru Holtsville and were about to cross the
pain line when thne kids velled,"train Emake,ﬂaﬂf".sure enough,coming at us
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up out of the "sag" hetween Medford and Wolteville came the "39".Probably
doing at least "60",the ercursion went by us in a cloud of "right of way"
duet witn her nine cars of "railfans",.It had been a sunny day,no doubt

s
——
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LIRR G3s #39 Railfan Extra at Green ort turntable 6/05/1955
Photo: Art Huneke Archive: Dave Keller
Greenport yard was awash with yellow "film boxes.”" ‘I would have liked to
been on tnis trip but had no knowledge of it beforehand,.

By the middle of June I was thinking seriously nf.bidding in the Port
Jefferson freignt as & brakeman,so0 as to see what it was "like" on a steam-
hauled local freisht.,I had already expérienced the Montauk freight in 1950,
but that was hauled by an Alco "S=2" diesel engine.Near the end of the mon-
th my name avnpe2red on the bid sneet for "L56-57,the Port Jefrerson freignt.
The ensineer wvas "Buddy" Fmbler and the conductor Wawvne Riley.

The job reported in Holban Vard a2t nine a.,m, Mon,Wed.2nd Fri. going east.
eetbound on Mues.,Thurs, and Sat,,it revorted in "Port" at seven thirty a.m..
eing the oldeat trakeman on the job,I chose the "flag" =0 I could sweep out
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N52A #22 - Photo: Ernie Lanser
Collection: Kings Park Museum

he "hack",(no.22),keen track of the "delay report" and keep the heavy marker
ighte filled with kerosene.Vaturally whenever the train halted s,
n the main tracks for any rearon,l had tGFETDtEﬂt#thE rear end by going out
ith red flac by day and red oil lantern by night.Roth day and nicht "flagesing"
ag to be done at & reasonahle distance to protect our train from a rear-end
ollision from any following train,

There vere two vays to et t0 Yolban Yard from Jamaica sta..The "quink"
ay was a Tarxi and a five mbnute ride via Surphia Blvd.and Liberty Ave to the
rardmastere office.This ran ahout eeventy five cents at that time.The "slow"
ay wag to wait at "Hall" tover near tne sta, for vour engine to come by
From Mo=ris Park and ride 1%t +o wour +rain at the wyard.

Generally we had our brake test over and vere ready to leave tne yard by
ten a,m,.lf we Bad-anmnugsal number of heavy loads,the vard drill engine,an

LIRR S-2 #449 Morris Park Shops
8/03/1958 - Archive: Dave Keller

Alco "S=2" diesel ,would shove behind the hack as it was upgrade over the
siberty Ave bridge and around a longs curve thru the "hump leads" to the Main
.ine.About the time the hack pasred the switchtenders cabin I would close the
ingle cock on the caboose or "hack" and yank up on the chain to pull the "pin"
m the hack.Then I would give the pusher engine a stop sign and her engineer
rould put his engine brake on to stop clear of the *rain, By that time the
iead end of our train would be threading the interlocking of "FHollis" téwer
.0 enter the Main Line.

Some vages hack we rode the Montauk freight west on a typiecal day,now
.etg +take & ~ide east on the Port Jeff, job to see the orverations on that
sranch, As soon as the conductor got the wayhills for the cars in our train
'rom the vardmasters office he would come to the hack and =it down at the

legk to make out the "gwiten list" for the crew for the day.
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As he walked from the first car on back,he would put each car's waybill in
order witnh the cars position in the train.That way the "ewitch list" would
mateh up with the consist, The wavhills,all issued at the point of orgin
where the car was loaded staved with the car for the entire journey even if
the car wae from,say, Tacoma,Wash., for erample.All wﬁyhilla ehowed where the
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LIRR Waybill Blank 19635 "Dashing Dan" logo - Archive: Dave Keller
car vas shipped from,the ltading,routing to destination as to RR and junction

pointe ,vho waeg getting the car,weight of
left a rcar at a siding ve left that car's
charece of that siding,If we arrived after
we left the waybill in a"locked telephone

Py the time we reached Hicksville our

car and conteds,etc,etc. Yhen we
waybill with the station agent in
the arent waas closed for the day
hﬂlﬁhﬂarhf the sta, building.
engine needed a drink of water,

Both Port Jefferson and freenport freights always took on water here.As we
pagssed "Divide" tower I would grab the Train order giving us the right to

- & - - -._|

H10s #117 Taking water Hicksville  DIVIDE Tower, Hicksville

7125/1952 - Archive: Dave Keller View SE 1962 - Archive: Dave Keller

run as8,"Engine Wo0.11% run extra "S",(end of double track),toc Port Jefferson.”
We usually "highballed" Svosset unlee= there was a& car of hard coal to set
otf at Svoeset Toal and Lumber.

Py the time we pasced "S" cabin we were steadily descending into the vall-
ey that Cold Soring Fartor sta, =its at the head of.Wayne called me in from
the caboose's back platform and =aid,"Sit down on the bunk or the "slack"
will cause you to loose your grip out there where you arel” T did'nt argne
as T hurried inside and set dowvm and braced myeelt tor whatever was coming.

As the train descended the grade the slack between each car had gradually
"bunched up".As soon as the engineer opened the 113's throttle,which would
happen as he passed the depot,the bunched-up slack on thirty five cars or-
so would all streten out nearly at one time causing the "hack" to bound
forward four or five feet 1in a split-second.If one was unprepared for this,
ne would be knocked off balance and thrown to the rear of tne hack} 0ddly
going west over the =ame stretch there wag very little "slack action”.

Most Vondave we were relieved trom doing Funtington,as they ran an extra’
there trom Polhan that did all the work.TIf there was'%ﬂ‘fertra" we headed in
the long passing esiding at Yuntinecton as there usuallylan hours work,plus a
rourle of pascencer trains due thet needed the main track.The dozZen or 80
cars for Muntincton were always "blocked",(kept together when the train was
made up the nicht before in Tolban Vard),and were next to the locomotive.

™he "blocked" cars were set over on tne north siding by using the station

crossover.Then the engine would come down the main track so as to be on tne
"west end" of the cars to sort ttem for various consignees or the freight
house which was still getting cars of L.C.L. 2t this time.Fxcept for Wood,
Wood and Wood's co2l and lumber track,every siding in Funtington was a "west-
bound siding",meaning the engine to place cars on that siding had to be on
the weet end of the cars.
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At Greenlawn we Bgain "cleared up" in the siding tor another passenger
train.This also gave us time to set off any carse of lumber for there and
place any carg for "01ld Northport"™ or coal for Kissam'e in Northport next
to the engine.Thie .done we went another mile and entered the "0ld Northport
Br."to clear still another passenger train and take tne cars for Axinn Lum-

]

_G.LD NORTH POR 7 IBRANCH *

JP0E [ Aram

*Northport Yard" (on old Northport Branch)

1. One stall enginehouse

2. Station - Built 3/1868

3. Low wood platform

4. High wood platform

3. Ramp

6. G. W. Hunter coal trestle
Later G. W. Brush & Son
trestle gone 1924

7.Turntable site (pre-1906)

ber Co, and "Eissam"s" down thru the woods about a mile to where they could
be "dropped" so they would be on the front of the engine.This was necessary
as both Axinn's and Kissam's were "westbound sidings"."hé "0ld Northport Br.'
had been the original end of the line from Fickeville,until it was extended
east from 014 Northvort Jet, to Smithtown and ‘later Port Jetferson.While
the reat of the cvew was down at "Axinn's" switching or having luncn,I swept
out the hack and dusted soft coal dust off the bunks and mattresses in the
cupola,ne afternoon in Ausurt the signal dept. men were changing tha"dist-
ant signalkfn ewiteheg in Northoort that wvas near the hack from a semaphore
tvpe to & vositioén lirsht type.T a2sked if I could have the "tishtail" blade?

Semaphore Distant Approach
Fishtail blade - East-Moriches
Photo/Archive: John Scala

No problem at all,I brourcht it home in the hack,probably weighed a good seven-
ty pounds with the "roundels" attached.

- TUsually one more pessenger train had to be "eleared “at Morthport berore
we could go to Kings Park to set off the "hospital coal ".We spent more time
in the Eidinga"hut of the wayﬂnr mid-day passenger trains than we aid swit-
chinglI well remember when I used to visit my dad in "FPort" before WWII thne

conductor on tne eastbound freignt coming into the sta. well berore five
p.m., and sayving the engine was ‘on the pit“and they were finished for the
day and had handled fifty cars or s0.In those days there were only four
mid day traine,(vass.),to wateh out for.No doubt they held the main”in most
tovne except for Funtington wvhile they did the switching.Now there were just
too many pass, trains even in non-commuting hours for a freight to do it's
work and get over the road in 2 minimum amount of time.

-1
. Kings Park Hospital coal dock
Photo/Archive: John Volpi

If we had ecare of soft roal for Fings Park Foepital we would stop the train
just east of MTomaec Toad vhirh i= a*out a half mile west of the depot.There being
e short tut rather steep grade east of Comac Poad,the six or seven hoppers of
coal would be”drnnppd#tn get them ahead of the engine.After cutting off the
rest of the train the cars to he’Erﬂppeﬂ”haﬂ to have their air bled-off by
pulling the rod on the side of the car,If this was not done the air brakes
nizsht go on just enough to stop the cars toesoon,fouling the main at a switeh,

Giving the hoppers a good start and then "slacking speed" s0 the brakeman
could pull the pin behind the tender,the H10 would race ahead up the main track.
iz soon as the tender cleared the hospital siding switen,a brakeman lined it
for the siding.The now free-rolling coal nﬂppefs would be manned by the cond-
uctor riding the coal vile on the lead car to wind on a hand brake if the cars
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did'nt stop when the rear one cleared tne section house.Most times hand
brakes were not needed to setop movement as it was upgrade into tne hospital
giding from the main track switch,This whole "operation" only took about
twenty minutes at most.We would take the cars down the long grade to the
power house next day coming west, Then it was on to Smithtown as it was
getting on late in the afternoon.
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Smithtown Trestle -Smithown Lumber - Robert Emery map 9/1957

Emithtown Lumber Co, in 1953 had cleared off the wooded hill on the
north side of the BR east of tne NWisrequogue Fiver steel viaduct.This area
ow contained & ten car siding and many storage piles of lumber serving the
rapidly builﬂinguupraf new homes 211 around.We generally placed ten cars
of various kinde of lumber here e2ch trip east,pulling the ten "empties"
out firet,.We left them on the south siding east of Landing Ave crossing to
pick up coming weet.Many times cast-off,usable "two by fours" were left in
the box cars and I took many of them home via caboose 22!

Sometimes the cars for "Smithtown Lumber”" were mired in with cars for
other towns 2nd we had to ewitech them out &t the lumber siding., Since the
"erade" was down towards the viaduet eacn ecar that was "kicked" had to

have a rider to put on a2 handbrake to cut the Epeedfﬂnmetimes while you
riding a lone car another car would be kicked ‘on the same track as the
one yop were on and it had no rider as they figured your car witn it'e

Brakeman atop a boxcar
Fresh Pond - View W 1929

handbhrake on would stop the "second" car,vhich it would.You had to keep
an eve on that "second" car as it would hit your car a good jolt when it
couvled to it,.Best thing to do if you could'nt ret off in time was to
run to the middle of the car's rootf running boerd and jump up in the air
with both feet at tne moment of impact.Wnen you came down tne "jolt"was
over usually! '

After Smithtovn the nerxt =top was Port Jefferson as the Movement Ruresau,
(knovn ae 204 to the men),wanted us off the railroad "shead of the parade",
They did'nt want any delaye to the heavy commuter trains starting with no.
648 due in "Port" at six thirty p.m., That being the case all cars,if any,
for St.James,.S8tony Rrook and Setauket would be taken to "Port" and placed
coming west next dav,

Antharcite coal shipments accounted for three or trour cars each trip.If
one happened to be next to the "hack" sometimes a hard coupling would knock
2 bucketrull of coal over the hopper's end and onto the caboose platform.

When that havpened I had to pick it up and put it in the coal bin for the
cold dayvs sure to come,
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Loper Bros. Lumber at left
Tl — Wilson Mill (center)
M. Remz Feed - 10/06/1947 "JF' unattended block station signal

Port Jefferson View SW Wooden Express House/Office
(Weber-Morrison) Photo: 11/06/1947 (Weber-Morrison)

"Port" at that time had Remz Bros.,Feed,lLoper Fros, Lumber and Geal,"Tﬁv“E
cement block »lant,two vpotato houses and the "Team" track tor consignees
vho did not have private sidings of their ovn.We did most of our switching
on arrival,so we could leave in the a.m. as soon as train 623 cleared "BK",
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One day when we were going west,vhile -3 at Smithtown for 2 "meet",T
ioticed workmen removing the devot's station siems.I inquired,"what®s going
m here?",of the foreman,Ae said *hat orders from "hi#her up" were to remove
111 tne”red-background station signs.No doubt this was done to further re-
iove any "Pennsy" colors from the now mostly "gray" LIRR. In the future none
¥ the station buildings would dievlay the name of the town it was located in.
'he replacements were small white rigns sporting black letters and fastened
.0 platform lamp posts. All the former "red" station signe were to be "junk",
What & waste",T thought to mFself!

Last cast iron Keystone sign
Archive: Brad Phillips

0Oddly enough,the very last tuscan red with gold letters and border station
iigns on tne then N.Y.City owned Ozone Park station would remain in place until
rell into tne 19605! They were of cast iron in the "keystone" design.

There are a few more things to relate before we take leave of it,on the
restbound trip of the Port Jeff.freight.Since we did not have time the day
iefore to place the coal down at Kings Park Hospital going east,it must be
'‘one today.When we arrive in Kings Park we leave the train in the paseing
:iding and put_the’hlﬂﬂﬂver on the cut ot loaded coal hoppers on the State
foepital siding.Refore backing them down the mile to the coal trestle we have
0 pump un the air on the cars and try the air brakes.The reason being becau-
e of the very steep grade beyond the passenger platform in the hospital
rrounds.Without an air brake on these fifty ton each coal hoppers they could
et rolling too fast and despite *the engine and tender air brakes being app=-
ied ﬂrag,fheﬁﬁlﬂﬂall the way down to end of track at the warenouse.This
‘ould very easily havpen if there vere dead weeds and o2k leaves crushed on

h , |
the rails,making +hem "greasy and slippery"”.

H10s #113 - ¢.1950 crossing

Main St./25A, Kings Park

Photo: Ernie Lanzer

Archive: Kings Park Heritage Museum

Tt i= 2 =2low ride down to the hospital =0 we eit on the coal on the rock-
ing hoprers as ite safer than trying to stand up on the uneven track.Betore
placing our loads on the trestle we have to pull four emptys off it,all
B&0 joba,as most "hospital sott coal" seem to come in tnat RR's cars.We
couple up and “shoot the air into the tour emptys,so we now have eleven cars
to drag up a nearly 3% grade.The smoke erupting from engine 113 as she digs
inﬁis like 2 "volecano".I'm riding the head hopper to pass signals to the
engineer and ﬁftﬁn wished I had an umbrella to keep the cloudburst of cind-
era out of mv eves. Right along about here was the fragrant hospital pig
farm,adding to the enjoyment of the pungent soft coal smﬂkel

Clear of the switch,we back the four emptys in on the warehouse giding,
and then another "blast" of smoke and cinders as we pull uvrhill again so
we can back in and "spot" the coal loads on tne trestle.Some "railfan',
fti his wife and kids, frequently photogranhed this "yperade show" we put
on,never did know who he was.Once the roal was spotted we retreived the
enntye and returned to our +rz2in in the vacscine siding.
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Going west,we always went in the clear in Funtington's long,eighty six
car paceing siding, Outeide of picking up 2 few emptys from Concannon's
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Huntington Yard - Emery map MP45 9/1957 - Archive: Dave Keller

geiding and giving the team tracke another switch to sort out a few more
emptys,there was'nt much to do here.Mainly it was to keep us "holed up"
while the heavy commuter trains went east, After train 658 went east we
would have block permission to run to "S" cabin,the end of double track
from Hicksville.

One afternocon I was "catching cars" and chocking them on the team tracks
while the cars were "kicked" in to me.If one can "chock" a car the very sec-
ond a car stops rolling,it's amazing how little a piece or wood jammed under
one wheel will keep the car from rolling back in the opposite ﬂir&cticn!
The "chock" will hold the ecar until & handbrake can be applied. There never
scemed to be a shortage of material +to use as "chocks" either,with all the
snfaps of wood laving around the RR.

One evening in late summer we had a train of over eighty cars leaving
Funtington,of course they were all "emptys",but still it would be a big
train for the‘&lﬁﬁtn drag up the grade beginning at Cold Spring Harbor and
evtending & good part of *he way *to Svoeset.In order to siegnal the head

end to ston after onulling out of the paseing =idinzg T had to use a fusee

instead of the u#ualﬁklpn+ficﬂlamn.The enrine vag nearly a mile away so it
called for & fusee in order for the ensineer to see my "highball" after I
closed the two switches,

Going up the "hill" to Syosset was slow going and you could hﬂ#EtherpEﬂ-
off "the hack with no probtlem of footing most of the way.Anyway,we madeit
to "S" cabin without stalling and did not delay train 660! we always took
water at Ficksville with any kind of a train,(no. of cars).We left the
rain east of Manetto Fill road crossing near the village water tank,and
‘he H10 ran "lite" to the water plus by the express house.One night while

"Flag” Red Lant PRR Gﬁs #5?06 Wlth LIRR tender
8- hea Laem Morris Park Shops - 5/09/1945
Photo/Archive: Ron Zinn

wasg out with the "flag",{red lantern),train 660 came by with a"real sup-
ise!ﬂ-—Sﬂmething I had never expected to see on the LIFH agﬂinl—---PER _
neine no,.5741,8 G5 on the vnint!mnat train had'nt had "steam" for some time
nd here it was,s0 close to complete "dieselizetion"™ of the entire LIRR,
mlled by a2 Penney encine.A LIRR tender wag coupled to it as the speed con-
'nlﬁﬁinkﬁuufwas on "tenderg,”" not on locomotives.

Soon after Labor Pay eng,113 had a flue "let go" at Worthport going east
PM"1503% was =ent out to pull us to "Port".Nert morning going west,the 113
was hauled "dead" in our train,never to pull another train.while diesel
1503 from that day on became resular power ror the Port Jetf., freight,
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Meanwhile,as to the other two remaining H10s,I had'nt seen no.1lll for
quite some time on any freights,so0 I presume she was kept at Morris Park

Y . e e,

H10s #111 coal dock View W H10s #111 "Three Aces" freight

Morris Park engine terminal Floral Park 1950
From left: G53, G5s and K2s (Frank Zahn - Mike Boland)

Photo/Archive: LIRR c.1942
as a "stand by" in case nos 113 or 108 went in for a boiler wash or they
broke dovn.The Greenport freisht continued to he hauled by tneﬁlﬁﬁllnng
after we lost the:113iPrﬂhaE1y the diesels took over on tne fGreenport
freight ahout the end of Sept..

Almost every time the Montauk freiegnt went east during Sept. it would
have a brand new Alco "RS=3" road switcher in the consist.The new engine
would be set off at Patchosue.The LIRR took title to 1551-1560 there to
save on the N.V.City =sales tax,which would be in erfect if delivery was
made at Morris Park, | |

Nightly,New Haven westbound frelghte going to Pay Ridge were setting
off brand new LIRR coaches a&at the "upper interchange” in Fresh Pond.These
were all in tneqbig order from Pullman-Standard at Worcester,Mass.The
new coaches for diesel service were taken to Oyster Ray for delivery to
thé LIRR,while MU coaches were hauled to West Fempstead.Roth of these

moves were to save on N,Y, City sales taxes,

RDC1 #3101 "East Ender” RDC1 #3101- Greenport
Deer Park Ave., Babylon 9/27/1959
Winter of 1955
The new Budd "RDC" cars with their stainless steel finiesh sure gave a
"touch of class" to an otnerwise almost-t "gray" passencer fleet!ﬂﬂ the

Montauk Br.,The~PDﬂ IZnn.ﬁlﬂl,ran between Pabylon and Southampton from
March thirtietn,1955 to July fifteentn when it's run was extended to
Fasthampton. This car pulled a "ping" coach on certain frips during

the summer,making it necessary to "run around it" both at Rabylon &na
Tasthampton,When the "ping" went along it meant a flagman was needed,
otherwise only & conductor was aboard vhen 3101 ran by itself. There was
only the engineer unf%ingleﬁﬁudﬁ cars,later when the two ran in "MU" as
a two car train,a "fireman" was required. The name "Fastender"” adorned
the sturmjknﬂ doors ot the 3121, The Montauk Br, Pudd car service was
dircontinued on May seventeenth ot 1956,

BUDD RDC2 #3121-Trailer Babylon-Patchogue "Scoot”

East Ender -Southampton PD Tower, Patchogue View E
View NW - 1955 Photo: William Lichtenstern
(Edwards-Keller) Archive: Dave Keller

The RDC 2.,n0.3121,started Main line service a%ufar east as Riverhead
on September seventhn,1955.Fastbound trips Etﬂrtﬁﬂg;ithﬂr Mineola,¥icksville
or Ponkonkoma where connections were made with trains to or from the city.
mhe car made it's "home" on the tail of the wye at Ronkonkoma nights.,The
service to Piverhead came to an end also on May seven*ternth ot 1956.
Starting witn the "summer" 1956 tim#f&blp,hﬂtnﬁﬁudﬂ cars were rTun as a pair
on the Eabyvlon-=Patchogue "Scoot”. N

The#MGntaﬁ;ﬁﬁuﬁd service was very well patronized,while the Main Line
Budd Eervice*east of Ronkonkoma was very lightly patronized.Perhaps if the
car went east to freenport on at least some trips it would have paid it's
way.Atter all,it was mostly woods trom Ponkonkoma to Riverhead,The people

live tfrom Riverhead to fGreenvort in the "farm belt™,
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ﬁb?gt the middle of August I decided to make one last trip to Camden,¥,J.
to seeyI could get a few more memories of "=team" to last me thru the coming
'diesel years". I arrived in Philadelphia on the PRR around noon and decided
to ride the Frankford El to 69th St.,as T wanted to ride the famous "Bullet"
cars to Worristown on the P&W,an electrified suburban line. Riding those cars
with their rapid accelleration leaving stas. is the nearest thing to riding
the abandoned ILVT "lightweiznts" trom Worristown to Alle~town,Pa,..Riding that
line was not for one with a gqueasy ﬂtumacnl The way those 1000 series cars
would speed down & long hill and seemingly not slow down for a sharp curve at
the bottom was an“expierence!"I“m glad I was around at the "right time" to
ride the good old IVT in those days.

About four oclock T was at the PR=S1 Rroadway Sta.,and decided to take a
ride behind the firet "steamer" that left the sta.,no matter where it went.

E6s #1600 freight
Montauk View E 1939
Archive: Dave Keller

Avout five p.m, E6 no. 1600 rcame in from the vard,pulling two FR-SL P70
open-window comchee,] elimbed aboard as A Reading £=3 came in across the
platform,also with two coaches. Fnrine 210 would bring that train to Hamm-
ondton via Clementon,the erx Rdg., main line to Atlantic City.Shortly,the
+rain I was on left for Ashland,¥.J.,on the EX"W.J.& S.S5. line to A.City.
Ashland was only & little way past Faddonfield. '

All the familiar sounds and emells of an "FE6" came in the open window
as we made all the local stops,and the ride ended all too soon,naturally.

As soon as the few passengers were all off at Ashland,"1600" hurriedly back-
ed her train into a siding west of the sta.,in orcer to be clear of the
main line.™he "reasgon" for this move soon appeared around the curve west of
town. Witn whistlé blowing and much smoke flving from her stack,Reading eng,
no.213 came on us like a vengeanﬂé.“ Tt wvas a Wildwood train that came out
of PRR'e 30th S+. eta, in Philadelphia.This was 2 "summer timetable" only
operation and in addition to the head three cars tor Wildwood,she also had
two ecar eacn sections for Ocean ity and fape May, Tne last two sectionms
would be ecut-off at Muckahoe and Wildwood Ject. respectively and Tb's would
haul them to their destinatiomsfrom there, If one needed E#gﬂﬂﬂ remembrance
ot & B2%, in fast action ,no.213 surely did her part that E?eningt

mhe 1600,once 213 was out of sight,ran around her two cars,crossed over
to the westhound main and soon returned to famden, backing up. In about ten
minutes & PB-SL "Rudd" car for Hammondton stopped and I boarded it.I had

planned to ride in from Millville nerxt morning benind "steam",provided I
could get 2 ride over there from Hammondton that evening.luck was with me
ag T started to hitchihike when the first vehicle by stovped.I rode right
into Millville in a pickup with a load of emvty chicken crates in the back!
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We passed near tne Millville PR=EL yard on the wav into town and even
chough it wae dusk I caught eight of a PRR 0-6-0 and 2-8-0 sitting there.
lext morning after a refreching sleep in the small hotel I walked to the
mcient Millville depot for my ride into Camden behind "steam", It was the
lagt commuter train of the morning and the three P708 were headed by a Rdg.
+=3,n0.,217 this time., Due to making all the local stops it was not a fast
~ide and the 217 had an easy time keeping the secnedule.After I got off at
’amden's Broadway sta., I got a color slide of 217 leaving the sta. for the
rard near the river,A one last visit to the roundhouse area rewarded me
vith a good,clear shot of E6 no.460 gitting there in perfect sunshine.Sne

—
S

E6s #460 passing KO Signals Ronkonkoma 3/1938 Archive: Dave Keller

12ad been leased to the LIFR in 1937 for a while.Compared to the vieit or
the previous year,this time diesels ocoutnumbered the steam locomotives.
5 PReturning to New York in the afternoon,I had in mind anotner ride behind
'eteam",this time on the LIRR,Making the I.R.T. Fluehing Line subway to
L.I.City I headed for the LIRR varrenser sta,.%ome evenings the two trains
to Oveter Pay over the Montauk Br, to Jamaica,nos, 552 and 554,would be
hauled by a G5,urually on & Friday when extra dieliels were needed for the
j*riday Montauk summer traine,Since thie was Priday I had a chance to ride
benind "steam"!
Arpain luck wae vith me,a8 the train with tne eclub car,no.552,had 45 no.
50 coupled on., I plumped my self dovn in the first "ping" coacn behind the
"club" for the "show" that was about to begin,No.50 had & whistle tnat
sounded almost identical to the one no.40 had in my childhood days "down
east" ,The vhistle was described earlier in this story.Fngineer "Pete"
Hornosky really put "50" througn her paces going up Mt.0livet nill after
the Haberman stop.I mused ae I listened to tne "stack music","Wnat a spot
for a hard-working steam engine to be phutn:raphpd!" Why did'nt someone
enap an A10 with & longz freight zoing up~this grade in the cold winter air?
Regretfully no one did canture "steam™ at this location,or on Yaphank
hill either.I really "misered the boat" ae they say,on these two locations!
The ride to Oveter Pay wag vleasant on that wvarm summer afternoon and it
vas mv last ride on +hat branen hehind a steam locomotive, Cne of her crew
rFave me & 1ift over to Svoeret where T could board a train for "Port"”.

— = — =, - — -

Hicksville - Engine #39 facing east & Engine #35 facing west. 10/08/1955
Photo: John Krause Archive: Gary Everhart
October the eignth was a rainy Saturday and also the day the "Foy chut

Specials" ran to meet each o*her at Hickeville.Cne came from Jamaica be-
hind 75 39,while the other started at Riverhead with 65 35, According.vto
a reliable source the one from Jamaica beat all previous speed records
with it's one 2900 series coach between "Queens" and "Nassau" towers!
Tneineer Frank, ("Fot Tod"), Mc Cann was at the throttle,but I never heard
who the engineer was on the"35“frum Tiverhead, When we passed on the

freignt in *he afternoon all traces of +the "Specials" nad dissapeared.
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Since the freight job I was on was off on Sunday,] was able to ride the
"Farewell to Steam" eycursion on October sixteenth.leaving from Jamaica

b
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Farewell to Steam excursion ticket and pass 10/16/1935 - hfchive: Art Huneke

we headed west on the Main Line behind eng. 35 to "F" tower where we took
the "Main Line Cut-Off" connection to the "Montauk Cut-0ft",¥raveling
over tne latter to "Bliss" tower where there was a "photo stop". All day
long the rain continued off and on but for a few minutes at "Bliss"™ tne
eun shone as everyone hurried around getting "35" on film,

Leavine there,we headed east on the Montauk Pr, to "Pond" tower where
we begin the ride over the "freigsnt only" RBay Tidge Br. to Ray Ridge.At
+hat voint the engine was run around the train to haul us back to "Premdnt"

The engine wag hacking up pulling the train to minimize smoke inhalation
for the engsine crew in the nearly mile long Eapt New York tunnel.At "Fre-
mont"™ tower we took the east leg of the wye to go east on the Montauk Br..

The train was left in Ricnmond Hill sta., while engine 3% was cut-off to
go to Morrie Park for water and to be turned.When she retu-ned we went
east thru Jamaica and then over the Montauk Pr, tnru Freeport to Pabylon,
At Babylon we switched to the Central Br, to make our long "back up move"
to "BE" tower and then the Main Line to Ficksville., Here we neaded eas®
on the Port Jerferson Br. At Smithtown we took siding for a "meet" and
to take on a tank of water.Pill Pugen, the H;Park enginenouse clerk was
seen up on the "tank" doing this chore,

LIRR G5s #35 October 16, 1955 LIRR G5s #35 October 16, 1955
"Steam Special” Smithtown Steam Special” Port Jefferson
Photo/Archive: Art Huneke Photo/Archive: Art Huneke

At Port Jeff; the train was left between the leps of the wye while "35"
vas turned on it.,I d4id not return to Jamaica even thouzh my excursion
ticket called for it.%ince it wvas raining heavily and soon would be gett-
ing dark and living in "Port" I watched them leave the sta,,the "35" mak-
ing short work of the grade west of *he Coram Rd, ecrossing.From all re-
vorte,the 75 on it'e last run tor eteam locomotives on the LIRR,gave every=-

one ahoard a "record ~un" to Jamaita!

e

BB-3 #337, 334 freight train BB-3 electrics #327, #329
Bay Ridge 1936 Out of service Morris Park yard
Archive: Dave Keller View NE 11/11/1955 (Rugen-Huneke)

Another claess of loromotive on the LIRR,the FB-3 "AC" electric switchers
ueed in Pay Pidge Yard ,in a week or so would also no longer be needed.Alco
class "S-2" diesels were taking over Pay Ridge switching operations.New Haven
freights would continue to use the overnead wire from "Fremont",but only the
two main tracks,plus Pay Ridge yard would remain in service,strictly for NH
use,The many private sidings along the Ray Pidge Pr. had lost their overnead
wire a tew vears ago.LIRR "MA jobs",(loecal freignts),along the branch had
teen dieselized a few vears back,

As the BEs went away tor scrap,(ercept noe.%5 and 39), at least some of
the kevetone number nlates on *the smoketoree were cut otf and saved for "fans"
and others,A few that T have been akle to verify were nos,21,22,28,%1,38,40,48
and 49, Elﬂj?aund‘numbpr vlates "saved" were 102,103 and 1ll. If all those

survived it's entirelv poesible others dide alsu!
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While on the "number plate" subject,it is & mystery why,when tne G5's
"round" plates were changed to keystones in the winter of 1942-43 that

.__..

Gos #22 Pre-WW i G5s #40 - 7/113/1947

(Zahn-Boland) (Votava-Keller)
certain engines featired ‘emaller numbers in the kevstone than all the
others, Thev were 37,38,41 and 45.(@ertainﬁﬁlﬂg that had standard "big"
nos, on their round plates were =2hot chansed to smaller didgets about
that timP)Their nog.were 112,11%,114 end 117,118, While the F108 prob=-
ably were changed 8t the Altoona Shops when they went one by one after
#World War II for installment of automatic stokers and new tenders,the
G5 apparently wae changed for no ‘zood TFEEﬂﬂTEE only a few were done
before the idea was dropved.

Now that the Port Jeff.frt, had "FM" diesel 1503 as it's regular
power the job became much less interesting to me and tne early December
raine convinced me to look for & run in pascsenger service,preferably
one that worked out of "Port". Luckily I was able to bid a brakeman's
jﬁh on train 635 that left at three thirty in the arternocon.There was
a middle round trip to Ronkonkoma in addition.We no longer picked up
the express car at Huntington,but picked up one out of tne Hicksville
team vard instead, We would leave our train sitting in the station so
mail and passengers could be loaded while we cut the diesel off and
went in "lite" for the car,

The Hickeville express car was set over on tne Wassau Seed Co, sid-
ine opposite the depot in the morning by train 226.There the REA trucks
for the various loral delivery routes could work out of the car.Farly
in *he afternoon tne Hickeville freirsht would bring the empty car over

to the team vard eo ve could vick it uv. ;

An unusual move inderd hapvened to us on *rain 635 one late afternoon
in Jamaica! We always used sta, track one to unload our passengers and
what bargage there was also, Instead of lining us up for the storage
yard ,our regular move,"Jay" tower set the route up for our train to
go to Flatbush Ave. via Atlantic Br. no., three trackf Pieture an "RS-3"
Alco diesel,two express cars,an R,P.0.and three 2900 series coaches
passing "Dunton" tower and the Morris Park engine terminal ,looking for

Switchmen's Old wooden Coaling Tower
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Dunton Tower - Morris Park Shops - c.1938 - Archive: Dave Keller

a1l the world like the whole collection was heading for the Atlantic Ave.
tunnelf Fvervhody in Morris Park stared at the scene in dig=-belief,

Most ot +the train was on the incline down into the tunnel hefore we
ctopped.as we had to clear "Nunton's" home sienal so we could back our
train to Jamaica sta. and make another attempt to get to the stnragé vard.,
The second time we suceeded. ﬂ

Tarly in 1956,0one afternoon at Yuntincston, we had a mest with a*ﬁﬁ.

This time she was "dead" of course,beine hauled by a diesel to the team
track in Stony PBrook tor a hishway move 4o "The (arridge Museum".
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